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(1)  Medical  and  Dental  Staff. 
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SAMUEL  KENNEDY  DRAINER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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JAMES  CRINGEAN,  L.D.S. 
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MARGARET  BINNIE,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  14/6/48)  Resigned  1 11  48.  > 
Mrs  JEAN  JACKSON,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  15/11/48.) 

SUSAN  R.  BROWN,  Dental  Attendant. 
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(2)  Laboratory  Staff. 

Bacteriologist. 
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Laboratory  Assistants. 

JAMES  A.  BURGESS,  F.I.M.L.T.,  Technician. 
PHYLLIS  BETTS. 

MURIEL  HENDERSON. 


Chemists. 

JOHN  W.  HAWLEY,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  F.R.I.C.,  A.M.I.,  Chera.  E. 

(Public  Analyst). 

WM.  WILSON,  F.R.I.C.  (Junior  County  Analyst  and  Public  Analyst). 

Laboratory  Assistant. 

WINIFRED  ARMSTRONG. 

(3)  County  Nursing  Staff. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

JEAN  D.  ALLAN.  (Appointed  5/7/48.) 

Health  Visitors. 

ANN  M'QUARRIE. 

JESSIE  M.  MAXWELL. 

MARGARET  B.  LOCKHART.  (Appointed  12/7/48.) 


District  Nursing  Sisters. 

JESSIE  M.  STEWART 

CHRISTINA  MACDONALD 

JANE  N.  BOYD 

CATHERINE  P.  C.  BANNERMAN  ..! 

HELEN  BRINDLE.  (Appointed  15/12/48) 

HELEN  D.  MACFARLANE  

MARGARET  H.  MACLEOD.  (Resigned  31/12/48) 
ETHEL  E.  MOORE.  (Resigned  31/12/48) 

SARAH  R.  YOUNG 
ANNIE  MACDONALD  .. 

ELLEN  L.  McNEALL  ... 

CATHERINE  C.  QUINN 
KATHLEEN  E.  DOUGLAS 
MARY  HENDERSON  ... 

ISABEL  CONNAL 
EMILY  MURRAY 

MARY  PAUL  

MARY  J.  MACDONALD... 

ROSE  BLACKLOCK 
JOYCE  C.  HENDERSON 
MARY  HARKNESS 
ANNIE  C.  FINNEY 
MARION  R.  MACLEAN 


Annan. 

Annan 

Canonbie. 

Carrutherstown. 

Dumfries  L. 

Dunscore. 

Eskdale. 

Eslcdale. 

Glencairn. 

Kirkeonnel. 

Kirkmahoe. 

Lochmaben. 

Lockerbie. 

Lockerbie. 

Eastriggs. 

Gretna. 

Middlebie. 

Moffat. 

Penpont. 

Sanquhar. 

Thornhill. 

Tinwald. 

Wanlockhead. 


(4)  Milk;  and  Dairies  Staff. 

Dairy  Inspector. 

DONALD  MACDONALD,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 


Milk  Officers. 

JESSIE  BLTCHANAN.  (Resigned  16/7/48.) 
ELSPETH  M.  MACLELLAN.  (Resigned  28/8/48.) 
ELEANOR  POWELL.  (Resigned  15/9/49.) 
STELLA  M.  BEATON.  (Appointed  9/8/48.) 
ELIZABETH  S.  HARPER.  (Appointed  1/10/48.) 
ELIZABETH  M.  HUTTON.  (Appointed  1/9/48.) 


(5)  Local  Government  Officers. 


ROBERT  BELL  

JOHN  JACKSON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

HARRY  W.  BRYSON  

JAMES  SIMMONS  ” 

JAMES  MAIR,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  ... 
WM.  MOLLISON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

ALEX.  ERSKINE,  P.L.D 

JOHN  SANSON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 


(1)  Head  quarters. 

(2)  Thornhill  District. 

(3)  Annan  District. 

(4)  Lockerbie  District. 
(Transferred  5/7/48.) 
(Transferred  5/7/48.) 
(Resigned  8/7/48.) 
(Died  14/1/48.) 


(6)  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

GEORGE  WILSON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  C.R.  (San.)  1. 


Sanitary  Inspectors. 

JOHN  S.  BERRY,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

WM.  HYSLOP,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

ROBT.  MARCHBANK,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

ANDREW  SMITH,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

JAMES  MAIR,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  (Appointed  5/7/48.) 
WM.  MOLLISON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  (Appointed  5/7/48.) 


(7)  Office  Staff. 

(a)  Health  Department. 

KATHLEEN  CANDLISH,  Supervisor. 

JOAN  GOBLE,  Typist.  (Resigned  2/12/48.) 
DOROTHY  LOVE,  Typist.  (Resigned  22/5/48.) 
JOYCE  ROBSON,  Typist. 

MAISIE  BOGLE,  Typist. 

FRANCES  URQUHART,  Tvpist.  (Resigned  7/2/48.) 
ELIZ.  NEWALL,  Typist. 

CHRISSIE  MURRAY,  Typist. 

MARY  LAWRIE,  Typist. 

Mrs  STEEL. 


(b)  Social  Welfare  Department. 

JAMES  NICHOLSON,  P.H.D.  (Resigned  5/7/48.) 
ALEX.  KIRKPATRICK,  P.H.D. 

Mrs  ROLLO  ANDERSON,  Typist. 

MARGARET  M'KINNELL,  Typist. 

(c)  Laboratories. 

ROSE  M.  J.  DOUGLAS. 

INA  HETHERINGTON.  (Resigned  12/3/48.) 
AGNES  A.  I.  TWEEDIE.  (Appointed  1/3/48.) 


To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  during  1948.  There  is 
submitted  also  a Report  upon  the  School  Health  Service  for 
the  year  ended  31st  July,  1948,  and  a Report  by  the  Chief 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his 
Department  during  1948. 

The  National  Health  Service,  which  came  into  operation 
on  5th  July,  1948,  has  altered  in  many  respects  the  functions 
of  local  authorities.  Some  of  the  functions  were  lessened  by 
the  transfer  of  hospitals  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
enlarged  by  the  introduction  of  new  services  and  the  extension 
of  existing  ones  as  will  be  described  in  this  Report.  The 
transition  took  place  smoothly  but  was  not  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year  in  that  some  of  the  duties  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  were  being  undertaken  on  an  agencv  basis  by 
the  Council. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  all  the 

staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the 
year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


County  Buildings, 
Dumfries. 


S.  K.  DRAINER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1948  is 
as  follows  : — 


(a)  County  Landward  ... 

...  44,872 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan 

...  4,562 

Sanquhar 

...  2,000 

Lochmaben 

...  1,122 

Lockerbie 

...  2,752 

Moffat 

...  2,024 

Langholm 

...  2,372 

Total 

...  59,704 

This  is  an  increase  of  319  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for 
1947. 

Marriages. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  marriages  were  registered  during 
the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  6‘5  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Births. 

The  births,  corrected  for  Transfers,  in  the  County  Landward 
and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during  1948  were  : — 


(a)  County  Landward  ... 

(b)  Burghs — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

882 

473 

409 

77 

Annan 

96 

46 

50 

8 

Sanquhar 

35 

20 

15 

2 

Lochmaben  ... 

20 

11 

9 

3 

Lockerbie 

44 

29 

15 

3 

Moffat 

42 

24 

18 

1 

Langholm  

40 

21 

19 

6 

Total 

1159 

624 

535 

100 

The  birth-rate  of  19  4 is  1'3  lower  than  the  figure  recorded 
in  1947. 
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The  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  8-6  per  cent,  of  the 
total. 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  666,  of 
which  333  were  of  men  and  a similar  number  of  women.  The 
death-rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  9'9.  The 
rate  for  Scotland  was  11*8. 


The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death 


Whooping-cough 
Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . . 
Syphilis 
Influenza 

Other  infectious  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  tumours  ... 
Tumours  (non-malignant) 

Acute  rheumatism 
Diabetes  mellitus 
Other  general  diseases 
Meningitis,  diseases  of  spinal 
cord 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Heart  disease  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer  . . . 
Diarrhoea 
Appendicitis 

Diseases  of  liver  other  than 
cirrhosis 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis,  acute  and  chronic  ... 
Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary 
system 

Puerperal  causes  other  than 
puerperal  sepsis 
Diseases  of  skin 
Congenital  deformity  and  pre- 
maturity 
Old  age 
Suicide  ... 

Road  transport  accidents 
Other  violence 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 


All 

Ages 


1 

26 

6 

5 

1 

2 

88 

2 

1 

5 

10 

3 

99 

10 

204 

27 

16 

19 

9 

3 

3 
2 

4 
7 

12 

12 

1 

1 

29 

18 

2 

7 

13 

18 


666 


-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25-35-45- 

55-65-75- 

85 

and 

over 

1 

... 

8 

7 

2 

3 

1 

2 3 

2 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... 

3 

...  ... 

...  1 

i 

9 

1 1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

... 

3 

5 

3 

20 

41  13 

9 

1 

1 

1 

... 

9 

3 ... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

4 4 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

5 

15 

35  34 

O 

3 

1 

... 

2 

2 

2 

• ••1 

1 

6 

11 

34 

61  70 

21 

1 

1 

4 

8 11 

9 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 2 

l 

6 

1 

2_ 

2 6 

2 

1 

2 

3 2 

i 

1 1 

3 

... 

1 

1 ... 

1 

... 

i 

9 

... 

• • • 

... 

i 

... 

1 

i 

... 

2 2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

i 

4 4 

... 

1 

1 9 

1 

1 

1 ... 

29 

2 9 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

i 

...  1 

i 

... 

2 

l 

1 

... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

... 

3 

8 4 

47 

7 

3 

2 

17 

18 

28 

35 

97 

187  1 7 S 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Of  the  666  deaths,  47  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  41  per  1000  live  births  is 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County.  The  causes  of  death 


are  shown  in  the  following  table 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Cause  of  Death. 

1947. 

194 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

...  2 

1 

Influenza 

1 

0 

Meningitis 

...  1 

1 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 

...  0 

3 

Bronchitis 

...  0 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  9 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

Diarrhoea 

...  4 

3 

Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

0 

Appendicitis  ... 

...  0 

1 

Congenital  Conditions 

...  33 

29 

Violence 

...  2 

1 

Cause  ill-defined 

...  2 

1 

Total 

...  57 

47 

Maternal  Mortality. 

During  1948,  one  mother  died  following  childbirth. 

Still-Births. 

Thirty-one  babies  were  still-born.  This  gives  a rate  of  26 
per  1000  total  births  (including  still-births) 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic  diseases 
—equivalent  to  O' 03  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Eighty-eight  persons  (33  males  and  55  females)  died  of 
cancer — nineteen  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Tuberculosis  Deaths. 

During  the  year  32  persons  died  from  various  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  In  26  cases  the  disease  was  of  the  pulmonary 
type  and  in  six  cases  non-pulmonarv.  The  equivalent  death- 
rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  O' 53  per  1000  of  the 
population — the  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  rates  being 
0 43  and  0T0  respectively. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  County  Landward 
and  Small  Burghs.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
notifications  received  of  the  various  diseases,  with  the  corre- 
sponding figures  for  the  previous  eight  years  for  comparison  : 


Infectious  Diseases. 


o 


<M00C5CO00»OiOO5CD 
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; l ; h in  h • • • 

...  ... 
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(N  <M  <M  ; T*  ; ; ; <N 

•J0A0X  pioqdiCj, 

• • .... 
. . . <n  . : : : 

• A j Buouqnd  -uo^j — sisoj  ncuoq  nx 

HHOWt^OCOClOCO 

COCOCOt*<NCOC^OJ<M 

■AJBuouijnx — stsojnojoqnx 

1 

CO^ioxOt^CD»OCOGO 

•J0A0X  ^OJ.IBOg 
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01  IH  H H H r— 1 
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cq  lO  • • 1— ( <M  • CD  r-H 

. : . 

•A'.iBuir.iq  s^noy — Bfuoumeaj 

•[Bzuanpuj  0^noy — biuouhiguj 

ICHCOhQMOilH 
Cq  <N  r-H 

•arruo^BUOs^  BiuijBq^qdQ 

»— » <N  •— i • ; r-H  cq 

H N N ; |J5  Tfl  D»  H M 

. f-H 

•SB[0dTs^jg; 

MOJ^IOOINOOQOOO 

CO  f“H  *-H  N CO  (N  i-H  r-H  r-H 

•BOtSiBq^aq  st^qBqdaoug 

: w m coin  ; : <n  ; 

•iClO^UOSiCQ 

C^W^t^OSOO^HTtlrH 

hhhONN 

•BTjaqciqdiQ 

CDHNt^COOCOOOOO 
Q CO  OU'  O 00  t-  m 
r-H  f-H  r-H 

•J0A0X  ]Burdg-ojq0j0Q 
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0 CO  H N H H 

Year. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  though 
rather  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  remained  very  low. 
The  disease  throughout  the  year  was  of  a mild  type  and  no 
notable  complications  were  observed.  Except  in  three  instances, 
all  patients  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria. — The  figure  of  eight  patients  suffering  from 
diphtheria  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  County.  Their 
ages  varied  from  four  years  to  18  years.  In  one-half  of  the 
cases  C.  diphtheriae  was  found  in  the  throat  swabs  ; the  diagnosis 
in  the  remaining  cases  was  arrived  at  on  clinical  evidence.  Three 
of  the  patients  had  previously  been  inoculated  against  diphtheria. 
The  disease  was  mild  in  each  instance  and  no  complications 
were  noted. 

Para-Typhoid  Fever. — It  is  likely  that  one  patient  who 
suffered  from  para-typhoid  fever  received  her  infection  out- 
with  the  County.  Convalescence  in  her  case  was  uneventful. 
The  other  patient  had  been  in  contact  with  a proven  case  of 
para-typhoid  while  a patient  in  a general  hospital.  It  was 
many  months  before  this  patient  was  declared  free  from  infection 
and  discharged  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Poliomyelitis. — The  single  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  that 
of  a young  man  who  was  transferred  to  a camp  in  the  county 
while  incubating  the  disease.  Although  he  had  a degree  of 
paresis,  his  recovery  was  uneventful. 

Food-poisoning. — One  case  of  severe  food-poisoning  was 
notified.  On  investigation  the  patient  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  an  infection  of  Sal.  Typhimurium.  The  patient,  an 
elderly  man,  recovered  completely. 

Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  primary  notifications  of 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  any  form  was  1 15.  Of 
these,  106  were  confirmed  after  investigation  to  be  suffering  from 
the  disease.  This  represents  a rate  of  17  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  trend  of  the  Tuberculosis  notifica- 
tion rate  for  the  past  20  years  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
graph. 
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The  notifications  are  divided  according  to  sex  and  the 
distribution  of  the  disease,  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male 

Female 

...  40 
...  44 

Total  ... 

...  84 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Male 

Female 

...  9 

...  13 

Total  ... 

...  22 

All  Forms — Male 

Female 

...  49 
...  57 

Total  ... 

Roll  of  Tuberculous  Patients. 

...  106 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there 
were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  289  persons,  resident  in 
the  County,  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  classification  of  these  patients  according 
to  the  localisation  of  the  disease  : 
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Pulmonary. 

Sputum  positive 

N 

CJMBEB 

of  Cases  in  Age  Groups. 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-151 5-2 

5 25-3 

i 

5 35-4 

5 45-6 

Ove 
5 65 

r 

Total 

M. 

... 

... 

- 

i ••• 

2 

10 

7 

10 

1 

30 

F. 

... 

| 

1 “• 

i **• 

9 

17 

9 

4 

1 

40 

Sputum  negative 

M. 

1 

... 

6 

i 

15 

19 

12 

9 

2 

65 

F. 

... 

5 

6 

14 

16 

7 

12 

1 

61 

Sputum  not 
examined 

M. 

... 

1 

...  1 

... 

6 

3 

11 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Abdominal 

M. 

... 

... 

5 

1 

... 

... 

... 

6 

F. 

... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

... 

1 

13 

Spine 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 

1 

0 

6 

F. 

... 

... 

2 

2 

3 

1 

... 

8 

Bones  and  joints 

— 

M. 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

... 

8 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

6 

Superficial  glands 

M.j 

... 

2 

1 

L 

1 

2 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

6 

F. 

1 

4 2 

3 

... 

3 

1 

... 

14 

Lupus 

M. 

: 

... 

...  ... 

... 

. . . 

F. 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Other  organs 

M. 

... 

... 

...  ! 

1 

... 

... 

3 

... 

. . . 

4 

F.  ... 

... 

...  1 

1 1 

... 

...  1 . 

i 

. . . 

2 

Total  1 4 27 

17  59 

78 

47  46  10 

289 

While  the  death-rate  has  remained  remarkably  constant 
over  a number  of  years,  the  high  incidence  rate  of  Tuberculosis 
continues  to  be  disappointing.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
increase  is  due,  in  some  measure,  to  more  effective  case-finding 
especially  amongst  contacts  of  proven  cases.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  evidence  that  a true  increase  in  the  occurrence  of  the 
disease  has  taken  place  since  the  early  years  of  the  recent  war. 
This  is  the  more  grievous  since,  during  the  two  decades  before 
941,  the  number  of  new  cases  reported  each  year  was  tending  to 
ecrease  and  there  was  good  reason  to  believe  that  this  prevent- 
able disease  was  coming  under  control. 
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Many  factors  thus  influencing  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
are  known,  but  it  is  generally  agreed  that  inadequate  facilities 
for  isolating  the  infective  case,  either  at  home  or  in  hospital, 
is  one  of  the  most  important.  There  is  need,  therefore,  for 
better  housing  and  the  putting  into  use  again  of  beds  which 
are  not  now  available  because  of  the  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 

The  following  table  is  a record  of  the  number  of  patients 
who  received  Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  Patients 

Age  Group. 

Sex. 

In  Insti- 
tutions 
on  1st 
January. 

Admitted 

during 

the 

Year. 

Dis- 

charged 

during 

the 

Year. 

In  Insti- 
Died  tutions 

in  the  on  31st 

Institu-  Decem- 
tions.  ber. 

. Adult 

t- 

cfl 

S 

c 

M. 

10 

16 

7 

3 1G 

F. 

17 

19 

12 

4 20 

a 

*"3 

Children  . . . 

M. 

2 

5 

7 

0 0 

F. 

3 

S 

6 

0 5 

E?  Adult. 

<3 

g o 

M. 

4 

5 

5 

1 3 

F. 

2 

7 

7 

1 1 

s§| 

pi.  Children  ... 

M. 

0 

1 

0 

1 0 

F. 

2 

2 

2 

0 2 

Total  . . . 

40 

63  46 

10  47 

Tuberculosis  Treatment  Allowances. 

As  from  5th  July,  these  allowances  have  been  paid  by  the 
National  Assistance  Board  in  place  of  the  local  health  authority. 
The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  scheme  from  its  inception 
in  1942  to  4th  July,  1948  : — 

Number  of  applications  received  from  1942 — 4 7 48  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  applications  rejected  for  medical  reasons  ...  ...13 

Number  of  applications  rejected  for  financial  reasons  ...  9 

Number  of  applications  granted ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  patients  who  ceased  to  receive  payments  on  expiry 

of  time  limit  or  for  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  patients  receiving  payments  at  4/7/48  ...  ...  6 

Payments  made  from  1/1/48  to  4/7/48  ...  ...  £155  6 5 

Payments  made  from  inception  up  to  4/7/48  ...  £1668  4 2 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Since  5th  Juty,  1948,  responsibility  for  the  treatment  of 
venereal  diseases  passed  from  the  local  authority  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.* 

During  the  year  279  new  patients  were  examined  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  County  Buildings,  Dumfries.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  patients  seen  at  the 
Clinic  during  each  year  since  1939  : — 


Year. 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

N.-Sp.  Ven. 

Non-Ven. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1939 

9 

2 

19 

4 

8 

8 

2 

0 

50 

1940 

23 

11 

39 

2 

12 

6 

3 

5 

101 

1941 

25 

23 

38 

16 

12 

2 

9 

16 

141 

1942 

63 

36 

36 

17 

17 

6 

22 

22 

219 

1943  ... 

42 

19 

39 

18 

24 

11 

31 

52 

236 

1944 

66 

29 

21 

9 

24 

12 

33 

36 

230 

1945 

22 

32 

45 

27 

15 

11 

27 

52 

231 

1946 

38 

46 

78 

29 

40 

3 

39 

32 

305 

1947 

28 

28 

52 

13 

33 

21 

30 

30 

235 

1948 

46 

36 

55 

18 

31 

26 

37 

30 

279 

The  work  of  the  Clinic  during  1948  is  set  out  in  the  following 
tables  : — 


Syphilis. 

Gonor- 

rhoea. 

Other 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Non- 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

On  Register,  1/1/48 

50 

55 

20 

1 

7 

0 

1 

2 

136 

Defaulters  returning 

5 

8 

1 

3 

3 

4 

0 

0 

24 

Transferred  from 

other  Centres 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

New  Cases  ... 

46 

36 

55 

18 

31 

26 

37 

30 

279 

Defaulted 

20 

20 

28 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

76 

Transferred  to 

other  Centres 

17 

2 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Discharged — Cured 

12 

9 

23 

12 

39 

28 

36 

32 

191 

Died  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Still  attending, 

31/12/48 

60 

70 

14 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

151 

Total  Attendances  at 

V.D.  Clinic 

825 

886 

179 

52 

113 

68 

79 

43 

2246 

Admitted  for  Indoor 

Treatment 

35 

27 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

69 

Number  of  Days’ 

Residence 

521 

511 

27 

12 

15 

0 

0 

0 

1086 
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Area. 

Syphilis. 

Gonor- 

rhrna. 

Other 

Venereal 

Diseases. 

Not 

Venereal 

Disease. 

Dumfries  Burgh  ... 

29 

32 

19 

31 

Dumfries  County  ... 

31 

25 

24 

28 

Kirkcudbright  County 

10 

6 

8 

4 

Wigtown  County  ... 

12 

8 

4 

4 

Services 

0 

2 

2 

0 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 

Part  III. 

1.  General. 

An  administrative  scheme  whereby  the  Council’s  functions 
as  a local  health  authority  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Committee  was  prepared  and  received  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  In  addition  to  the  duties  set  out  in  the  Act, 
the  Health  Committee  is  responsible  also  for  the  school  health 
service,  the  social  welfare  service. and  for  sanitary  duties  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

In  accordance  with  Section  21  of  the  Act,  the  Council 
submitted  proposals  for  the  discharge  of  their  functions  under 
the  Act  and  received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland  before  the  appointed  day,  except  that  in  the  case  of 
the  Mental  Health  Services  approval  was  delayed  for  one  month. 

No  advisory,  co-ordinating  committee  of  members  of 
County  Council,  the  Executive  Council  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  as  envisaged  in  Section  30  of  the  Act,  has  so  far 
been  formed,  but  informal  discussions  between  the  officials  of 
these  bodies  have  gone  far  to  co-ordinate  the  services  during  the 
initial  period. 

2.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Section  22  of  the  Act  requires  the  local  health  authority  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

Tliis  section  envisages  a much  wider  conception  of  the 
requirements  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  of  young 
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children  than  obtained  in  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme.  The  peculiar  difficulties  in  a predominantly 
rural  area  like  Dumfriesshire,  however,  present  a problem  in 
implementing  the  intentions  contained  in  this  section  of  the 
Act.  As  before,  the  organisation  which  the  Council  have 
adopted  includes  the  part-time  services  of  the  district  nursing 
sisters  and  health  visitors  in  the  employment  of  the  Council 
to  give  assistance  and  advice  in  the  homes. 

In  regard  to  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care,  arrangements 
have  been  made  whereby  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  may 
attend  the  clinics  held  at  Cress  well  Counties  Maternity  Hospital. 
It  is  also  proposed,  in  co-operation  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  to  institute  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  at  Kirk- 
connel  and  Annan  but,  because  of  medical  staffing  difficulties, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  have  these  in  operation  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Three  child  welfare  centres  at  Kirkconnel,  Sanquhar  and 
Annan  were  begun  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  expected 
that  such  centres  will  meet  with  the  acceptance  of  the  people 
of  the  areas  concerned  and  that  the  service  will  be  developed 
in  other  populous  parts  of  the  County.  The  district  nursing 
sister  or  health  visitor  is  in  attendance  at  each  weekly  session 
and  members  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
visit  each  centre  monthly. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Scheme  has  continued  from  the  offices  of  the  local  govern- 
ment officers  and  also,  now,  from  the  child  welfare  centres. 

Maternity  outfits  were  issued  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
mothers  who ' had  arranged  to  be  confined  at  home. 

Springhells. — Although  handicapped  by  shortage  of  framed 
staff,  Springbells  continues  to  serve  a most  useful  function. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  begun  to  convert  the 
block  intended  to  accommodate  babies  into  suitable  accommoda- 
tion for  girls  of  school  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  and  discharges 
in  the  first  year  during  which  the  Home  was  in  full  operation  : 
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In  residence 
1/1/48 

Admitted 

Discharged 

In  residence 
31/12/48 

Young 

Children 

9 

14 

7 

16 

Children  of 
school-age 

... 

15 

2 

13 

The  average  number  of  children  in  daily  residence  was  24. 


3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

By  Section  23  of  the  Act  a duty  is  placed  upon  the  local 
health  authority  to  provide  a domiciliary  midwifery  service. 

This  service  is  undertaken  by  each  of  the  district  nursing 
sisters  employed  by  the  Council.  The  immediate  supervision 
of  the  service  is  carried  out  by  the  superintending  nursing  officer, 
who  also  co-ordinates  the  health  visiting  and  home  nursing 
services  in  the  County. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  so  that  midwives  in  the  employment  of  the  Council  could 
take  the  courses  of  instruction  in  the  administration  of  gas  and 
air  analgesia  provided  at  Cresswell  Counties  Maternity  Hospital. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  work  carried  out : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still- 

births) occurring  in  the  area  during  the 
year — before  correction  for  mother’s 
residence 

(b)  Number  of  births  in  (a)  classified  to  show 
type  of  case  and  whether  doctor  present  at 
confinement : — 

(1)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Maternity 
Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937  : — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  confinement  ... 

(b)  Doctor  not  present 
(ii)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of 

the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  : 


Remain- 

Before  der  of 
5-7-48  year 

301  366 


15 


(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at 

Before 

5-7-48. 

Remain- 
der of 
year 

confinement  ... 

. . . 

103 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present 
at  confinement 

195 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged) 

... 

16 

(iii)  Other  domiciliary  cases  : — 
(a)  Doctor  engaged 

224 

(b)  Mid-wife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged) 

16 

. . . 

(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of 
institution 

(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife 

. . . 

. . . 

(iv)  Cases  attended  at  institutions  (includ- 
ing private  maternity  and  nursing 
homes)  in  the  area  of  the  local  health 
authority 

61 

52 

I am  indebted  to  Dr  J.  Bruce  Dewar  for  the  following 
information  about  mothers  resident  in  the  County  who  attended 
Cresswell  Counties  Maternity  Hospital  during  1948 

A.  Out-patients. 

1.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  ante-natal 


examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  428 

2.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers  1,383 

3.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  post-natal 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers  257 

B.  In-patients. 

1.  Number  of  admissions  641 

2.  Number  of  deliveries  ...  ...  ...  ...  506 

3.  Number  of  live  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  491 

4.  Number  of  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

5.  Number  of  neo-natal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  16 


4.  Health  Visiting. 

Section  24  of  the  Act  requires  the  local  health  authority  to 
employ  health  visitors  to  give  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young 
children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  as  to  measures  necessary  to  promote 
health  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
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This  implies  a considerable  extension  in  the  scope  of  work 
to  be  undertaken  by  health  visitors.  In  the  past,  health 
visiting  was  mainly  concerned  with  maternity  and  infant  welfare, 
school  medical  inspection  and  treatment  and  with  work  in 
connection  with  Tuberculosis  and  verereal  diseases.  The 
health  visitor  may  now  be  asked  to  assist  general  practitioners 
and  medical  staffs  of  hospitals  in  the  after-care  of  patients  and 
their  families.  The  health  visitor  is  primarily  a health  teacher 
and  advisor  and  as  such  plays  a most  important  part  in  the 
Health  Service. 

Except  in  the  Annan  district,  to  which  a health  visitor  was 
appointed  in  July,  each  of  the  Council’s  nursing  sisters  acts  as 
health  visitor  in  her  area.  Ideally,  the  district  nursing  sisters 
should  be  relieved  of  health  visiting  duties  and  should  concern 
themselves  wholly  with  home  nursing  and  domiciliary  mid- 
wifery, but  the  scattered  population  makes  the  employment 
of  health  visitors  to  cover  the  whole  area  impracticable  in  the 
meantime.  At  Kirkconnel  and  Gretna,  however,  the  services 
of  a health  visitor  would  be  fully  utilised  with  great  benefit  to 
the  people  of  these  developing  areas  and  the  coimcil  propose 
making  appointments  to  these  areas  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the 
year  : — 

(a)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

(i)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — 


Total  visited 

Total 

for  first  time 

visits 

Expectant  mothers 

...  582 

2,719 

Infants 

...  1,320 

13,065 

Children  (1-5  years) 

...  348 

12,823 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

69 

1,250 

Other  cases  (boarded-out  children)  0 

(b)  School  Health  Service. 

121 

Follow-up  tvork  ... 

...  1,005 

2,685 

(c)  Other  Services. 

fi)  Cases  visited  at  request  of  general 

practitioner  ...  ...  ...  0 0 

(ii)  Cases  visited  at  request  of  hospital 

organisation  ...  ...  ...  6 1- 
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5.  Home  Nursing. 

By  Section  25  of  the  Act,  the  local  health  authority  is  required 
to  make  provision  for  the  attendance  of  nurses  on  persons  who 
require  nursing  in  their  own  homes. 

Prior  to  the  appointed  day,  this  service  was  provided  by 
the  21  local  district  nursing  associations  in  the  landward  part 
of  the  County  and  in  the  six  small  burghs.  While  power  is  given 
in  the  Act  to  continue  these  arrangements  for  this  and  other 
nursing  duties,  the  Health  Committee  considered  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  the  24  district  nursing  sisters  employed  by 
these  associations  transferred  to  the  service  of  the  council. 
All  the  nurses  agreed  to  such  a transfer  and  as  from  the  appointed 
day  have  been  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

An  arrangement  was  come  to  with  Lanarkshire  County 
Council  whereby  the  part-time  services  of  their  district  nursing 
sister  residing  at  Leadhills  are  made  available  for  combined 
duties  at  Wanlockhead. 

An  additional  nurse  was  appointed  for  combined  duties  in 
the  landward  part  of  Dumfries. 

Certain  adjustments  of  the  previous  nursing  boundaries 
were  made  to  give  a more  economic  and  equitable  distribution 
of  staff  and  duties. 

In  this  way  the  whole  County  was  covered  for  nursing 
purposes,  including  those  areas  where  statutory  duties  only 
were  performed  but  no  home  nursing  or  midwifery  was  carried 
out  by  district  nursing  sisters. 

Suitable  arrangements  were  made  for  the  housing  and 
transport  of  the  nurses.  By  the  end  of  the  year  15  nurses  were 
residing  in  houses  owned  by  the  council  and  cars  had  been  made 
available  to  all  but  three  nurses. 

Rules  for  the  guidance  of  nurses  were  prepared  in  consultation 
with  the  Local  Executive  Council. 

That  the  service  has  operated  smoothly  and  without 
interruption  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  bo  the  willing  co-operation 
of  all  the  nurses. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  home  nursing 
service  : 
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(i)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  home  nurses  under 

arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947,  between  5th  July,  1948,  and 
the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1,784 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  to  these  cases  ...  18,688 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Section  26  of  the  Act  requires  the  local  health  authority  to 
make  arrangements  with  medical  practitioners  for  the  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  the  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of 
persons  residing  in  the  area. 


Vaccination. 

Cumpulsory  vaccination  was  abolished  as  from  5th  July, 
1948.  As  vaccination  is  one  of  the  duties  a practitioner  must  . 
perform  for  his  patients,  no  fee  is  payable  by  the  local  health 
authority  to  the  practitioner  for  earning  out  vaccination.  The  , 
authority,  however,  must  provide  the  practitioner  -with  vaccine 
lymph  and  must  pay  a fee  to  the  practitioner  for  recording  that 
vaccination  has  been  performed.  So  far,  the  amount  of  this 
fee  has  not  been  determined  centrally  and  there  is  dissatisfaction 
amongst  practitioners  that  no  decision  on  this  point  has  been 
reached. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  vaccinations  performed 
since  5th  July  : 


Number  of  persons  primarily  Number  of  persons 

vaccinated  during  period — [ re-vaccinated  during  period 
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Immunisation. 

Before  the  appointed  day,  a satisfactory  scheme  was  in 
operation  whereby  medical  practitioners,  for  a fee  payable  by 
the  council,  undertook  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  In 
addition,  the  school  medical  officers  at  their  visits  to  the  schools 
carried  out  immunisation  of  both  school  children  and  pre-school 
children. 

The  present  scheme  of  diphtheria  immunisation  is  some- 
what similar.  The  value  of  the  child  welfare  clinics  in  this  regard 
has  already  been  proved. 


The  record  of  work  done  in  diphtheria  immunisation 
during  1948  is  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  pre-school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  916 

Number  of  school  children  inoculated  ...  165 

Number  of  maintenance  doses  given  ...  ...  1106 


7.  Prevention  op  Illness,  Cake  and  After-care. 


Tuberculosis. 

Section  27  of  the  Act  gives  wide  powers  to  local  health 
authorities  to  make  arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  illness, 
the  care  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental  deficiency, 
or  the  after-care  of  such  persons.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
directed  that,  meantime,  local  health  authorities  should  only 
submit  to  him  proposals  for  discharging  their  duties  in  regard 
to  Tuberculous  persons.  They  are  required  to  state  the  measures 
they  will  adopt  to  control  the  spread  of  infection,  to  provide  for 
the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  and 
to  secure  co-ordination  with  the  hospital  and  general  practitioner 
services  for  the  effective  working  of  the  Tuberculosis  service. 

In  regard  to  measures  to  control  infection,  wliile  the  tracing 
of  contacts  who  may  have  been  infected  by  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  mainly  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  in  the  employment  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  much 
useful  work  has  been  done  by  the  council’s  health  visitors  in 
advising  contacts  to  seek  medical  examination.  The  provision 
of  suitable  housing  conditions  is  an  important  step  towards 
limiting  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  claims  of  Tuberculous 
persons  to  be  rehoused  are  sympathetically  considered  by  the 
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Housing  Committee.  During  1948,  the  families  of  nine 
Tuberculous  patients  were  rehoused  in  the  council’s  housing 
schemes.  Shelter  huts  were  provided  for  two  new  patients, 
making  a total  of  thirteen  shelters  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Advice  and  assistance  in  regard  to  safeguards  to  be  observed 
in  cases  where  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  were  living 
at  home  was  given  by  the  health  visitors.  It  was  not  possible 
during  the  year  to  find  foster  parents  for  child  contacts  from 
Tuberculous  families,  though  in  some  instances  private  arrange- 
ments were  made  and  encouraged. 

In  regard  to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis,  assistance  was  given  by  supplying  nursing 
requisites,  bedding  and,  in  one  case,  an  air  bed.  A grant  of 
two  pints  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  resident  at  home 
who  were  certified  as  suffering  from  active  Tuberculosis.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  109  persons  were  benefitting  from  this  scheme. 

Before  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  local  authorities  were 
responsible  for  the  whole  Tuberculosis  service,  clinical  and 
environmental.  The  effect  of  the  National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act  has  been  to  divide  this  responsibility  in  that 
the  local  health  authorities  continue  to  be  responsible  for  measures 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  the  care  of  sufferers  and 
the  after-care  of  persons  who  have  suffered  from  Tuberculosis, 
while  all  clinical  duties  are  carried  out  by  the  hospital  drganisation 
and  by  the  general  practitioner  service.  This  division  of 
administrative  responsibility  is  regretted  and,  so  far,  no  effective 
means  of  bridging  the  gap  has  been  found. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  services  of  the  health  visitors  were  employed  to 
persuade  defaulting  patients  to  resume  treatment  and  to  assist 
in  contact  facing. 

Orthopaedics. 

Every  assistance  was  given  by  the  medical  staff  of  the 
school  health  service  and  by  the  council’s  nurses  and  health 
visitors  in  arranging  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  children 
suffering  from  orthopaedic  conditions.  The  formation  of 
peripheral  orthopaedic  clinics  at  Kirkconnel  and  Sanquhar  has 
been  of  great  service. 
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8.  Mental  Health  Services. 

Since  the  appointed  day,  the  local  health  authorities  have 
been  relieved  of  the  duty  of  providing  institutional  care  for 
persons  of  unsound  mind  and  for  mental  defectives.  There 
remain,  however,  a variety  of  environmental  services  which 
are  of  considerable  importance. 

Four  of  the  local  government  officers,  centred  at  Dumfries. 
Annan,  Lockerbie  and  Thornhill,  were  appointed  authorised 
officers  to  undertake,  in  certain  cases,  the  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  to  carry  out  the  various  duties 
detailed  in  the  council’s  proposals  under  this  part  of  the  Act. 

Specialist  advice  was  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Crichton  Royal,  Dumfries.  A close  liaison  was  formed  with 
the  child  guidance  team  of  the  Crichton  Royal  and  with  the 
Director  of  Education  in  operating  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
at  which  pre-school  children  and  school  children  were  examined 
and  treatment  recommended.  The  out-patient  psychiatric 
clinics  at  Dumfries  Infirmary  and  Annan  Town  Hall  continue 
to  be  of  great  service. 

During  the  year,  six  removals  were  carried  out  by  the 
authorised  officers.  There  is  one  boarded-out  lunatic  in  the 
area  who  is  supervised  by  officers  of  the  council  as  agents  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Three  mental  defectives  are  supervised  in  their  homes  and 
three  have  been  placed  under  care  in  private  homes  outwith 
Dumfriesshire.  Twenty-two  mental  defectives  whose  residence 
is  in  Dumfriesshire  are  presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions. 
Reference  should  here  be  made  to  the  inadequacy  of  institutional 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives,  especially  for  those  of  the 
lower  grades.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  responsible 
for  providing  such  accommodation  and  the  difficulties  facing 
them  are  apparent,  particularly  in  regard  to  new  building  and 
the  recruiting  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff.  Nevertheless, 
the  need  for  increased  accommodation  is  most  pressing,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Boards  will  bear  in  mind  the  claims  of 
those  who  have  not  received  in  the  past  the  consideration  they 
deserved. 


23 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Report  for  the  Year  ending  31st  July,  1948. 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 


2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  County  and  Small  Burghs...  ...  ...  59,385 

Population  of  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ...  26,700 

Total  86,085 


Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary  ^ un(ier  education  authority  ^ 

(b)  Secondary  / ' ... 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  ...  ...  3 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  education  authority  and 

under  medical  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  12,314 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  ...  ...  11,066 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 

A survey  was  made  diming  the  past  year  of  all  school 
buildings  in  the  area  of  the  Education  Authority.  The  following 
is  a resume  of  the  conditions  noted  : — 

Heating  was  found  to  be  inadequate  in  the  whole  building 
in  30  schools,  and  in  one  or  several  classrooms  only  in  9 schools. 
Two  dining-rooms  were  insufficiently  heated.  Two  stoves 
were  unsatisfactory  in  that  they  were  placed  in  the  classroom, 
and  in  four  schools  complaint  was  made  of  fumes  from  the  stove 
or  furnace. 

Natural  lighting  was  unsatisfactory  in  four  whole  schools, 
in  one  or  more  classrooms  in  11  schools,  and  in  certain  practical 
rooms  in  four  schools.  There  was  no  electric  light  in  1 1 schools  ; 
gas  was  used  in  two  of  these  and  in  the  other  schools  oil  lamps 
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were  provided  but  were  seldom  used.  In  four  schools  the 
electric  lighting  was  inadequate. 

Ventilation  was  unsatisfactory  in  the  whole  of  two  schools 
owing  to  structural  defects,  and  in  three  schools  because  the 
windows  were  fixed  by  paint.  Defective  ventilation  was  present 
in  part  of  a building  or  in  a single  classroom  in  nine  cases  and  in 
one  gymnasium.  In  some  cases  windows  were  kept  closed  on 
account  of  inadequate  heating.  Draughts  were  complained  of 
in  23  schools. 

Cleaning  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  nine  schools. 
In  two  schools  the  teacher  acted  as  cleaner.  A cleaner’s  cup- 
board was  required  in  two  schools  and  a cleaner’s  sink  in  four 
schools. 

Redecoration  had  been  recently  carried  out  in  many  schooLs 
and  was  in  progress  in  many  others.  Outside  painting  had 
received  due  attention. 


Water  supply  was  said  to  be  inadequate  at  times  in  eight 
schools  and  the  pressure  low  in  two  others.  The  question  of 
drinking  facilities  for  the  children  should  be  considered.  Drinking 
fountains  are  installed  in  some  schools,  but  these  are  said  to  be 
frequently  out  of  order  and  difficult  to  repair.  Sixty  schools 
had  no  drinking  fountains,  and  in  six  schools  the  number  was 
insufficient. 


Latrines,  with  a few  exceptions,  were  well  kept.  Owing  to 
the  increase  in  the  roll  of  some  schools  and  to  the  stricter  modern 
standards,  latrine  accommodation  was  found  to  be  inadequate 
in  seven  schools.  Bucket  closets  were  still  in  use  in  12  schools. 
In  10  schools,  water  closets  were  old-fashioned,  being  either  of 
the  trough  pattern  or  having  pans  or  seats  that  were  unsuitable. 
In  five  cases  they  were  inconveniently  placed,  being  too  far  from 
the  school  buildings.  The  facilities  for  flushing  urinals  were 
inadequate  in  several  cases.  Staff  water  closets  were  required 
in  four  schools.  Sewage  arrangements  were  satisfactory  where 
a water  carriage  system  was  in  operation,  but  in  the  case  of 
schools  that  still  had  bucket  closets  the  disposal  of  refuse  was 
unsatisfactory.  As  a rule,  ash-pits  were  emptied  only  once  a 


year. 

Refuse  disposal  presented  difficulty  in  those  schools  not 
served  by  the  county  scavengers. 
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Facilities  for  washing  were  generally  inadequate.  There 
were  spray  baths  in  Dumfries  Academy  only.  Although  it  was 
laid  on  in  most  schools  for  washing-up  dinner  dishes,  hot  water 
was  available  for  the  children  in  six  schools  only.  Wash-hand 
basins  were  insufficient  in  many  schools.  The  provision  of 
towels  was  generally  quite  inadequate.  A separate  wash-hand 
basin  for  the  staff  was  required  in  seven  schools. 

Cloakroom  accommodation  was  considered  inadequate 
in  14  schools.  Three  cloakrooms  were  noted  as  being  badly 
ventilated.  There  were  no  adequate  facilities  for  drying 
clothes  and  no  special  accommodation  for  footwear. 

Playgrounds  of  70  schools  were  considered  to  be  unsatis- 
factory, mainly  because  of  rough  surface  or  poor  drainage.  Five 
playgrounds  were  too  small.  The  exits  of  12  were  unsatisfactory. 
In  most  cases  barriers  or  gates  were  provided.  An  area  of  tar- 
macadam, so  necessary  for  physical  instruction,  was  particularly 
indicated  in  14  playgrounds. 

Covered  shed  accommodation  was  inadequate  in  18  schools. 
The  sheds  in  four  schools  had  no  cement  floors  and  in  24  no 
seats.  In  13  cases  the  sheds  were  unsatisfactory,  being  wrongly 
sited. 

Fourteen  schools  had  playing  fields  of  their  own  and  of 
these  nine  were  unsatisfactory,  mainly  because  of  insufficient 
drainage.  Fifteen  schools  had  the  use  of  fields,  either  officially 
or  unofficially.  The  equipment  in  most  cases  was  of  a minimum. 
Playing  fields  were  required  for  seven  large  schools. 

Desks  were  noted  as  being  old-fashioned  or  worn  in  34  schools 
and  ill-fitting  in  14  schools.  Five  infant  classrooms  and  one 
ordinary  classroom  were  still  terraced. 

Floors  were  found  to  be  rough  in  44  schools.  This  presents 
rather  a problem  in  that,  under  those  circumstances,  a 
satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  cannot  be  expected. 

Facilities  for  Medical  Inspection  in  Schools. 

The  facilities  for  medical  inspection  in  schools  are  not  good. 
In  the  smaller  schools  special  provision  is  not  expected,  and  the 
school  medical  officers  make  use  of  a spare  room  if  available,  or 
if  a classroom  is  used,  the  children  are  transferred  to  another. 
In  one-roomed  schools  the  children  are  sent  out  to  play.  Parents 
wait,  and  vision  testing  is  carried  out  in  the  same  room  as  is  used 
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by  the  school  medical  officers.  It  will  be  understood  that 
medical  inspection  in  small  schools  completely  disorganises  the 
school  routine.  In  the  larger  schools  facilities  vary,  but  no 
room  is  completely  equipped  for  school  medical  inspection. 
On  the  whole,  waiting  accommodation  and  undressing  rooms 
are  unsatisfactory  or  non-existent,  making  it  difficult  for  the 
school  medical  officers  to  examine  children  adequately  or  to 
interview  parents  in  private.  Vision  testing  must  be  carried 
out  hi  the  room  being  used  by  the  school  medical  officers  or  in 
a hall,  cloakroom  or  corridor.  The  school  medical  officers 
appreciate  very  much  the  efforts  made  by  head  teachers  to 
arrange  the  most  suitable  accommodation. 


4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

This  is  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Minor  changes  this 
year  have  been  the  testing  of  hearing  in  the  7 year  olds,  and  of 
all  other  routines  ; and  the  more  extensive  follow-up  work  done 
by  the  school  medical  officers.  Follow-up  work  in  the  Burgh 
of  Dumfries  is  now  conducted  by  the  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Burgh.  More  children  are  now  being  referred  for  consultant 
advice  and  specialist  treatment  at  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway 
Royal  Infirmary. 

The  number  of  parents  present  at  routine  examinations 


is  as  follows  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Entrants  ... 

...  60*52% 

6379% 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  6-63% 

1191% 

3rd  Age  Group 

... 

0-38% 

4th  Age  Group 

... 

... 

Other  Systematic 

...  4-08% 

10-52% 

5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 


The  number  of  children  examined  at  systematic  inspections 
was  3849,  being  an  increase  of  271  over  the  previous  year. 
Clothing. — Number  unsatisfactory — 

Boys...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 0"35% 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 0"33% 


Footgear. — Unsatisfactory — 

0 

1 . 0-05% 


Boys... 

Girls 
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Cleanliness. 

(a)  Head  (Pediculosis) — 


Boys... 

70 

3-48% 

Girls 

(b)  Body  (Dirty) — 

302 

16-46% 

Boys 

13 

0-65% 

Girls 

4 

0-22% 

Xo  case  of  body  vermin  was  seen. 

An  increase  of  pediculosis  of  the  head  is  noted 

, mainly 

in  the  Entrant  girls  and  13 
Skin. 

year  old  girls  and  boys. 

(a)  Head — 

Ringworm 

...  Boys  1 

0-17% 

Impetigo 

...  Boys  4 

0-20% 

Girls  6 

0-33% 

Other  diseases 

Bovs  35 

1-75%, 

Girls  27 

1-47% 

These  consists  of  naevi, 
and  call  for  no  comment, 
(b)  Body- 

scars,  and  common  skin  conditions. 

Ringworm 

...  Boys  2 

0-10% 

Impetigo 

Boys  10 

0-50% 

Girls  2 

on% 

Scabies... 

...  Boys  14 

0-70% 

Girls  15 

0-82% 

These  figures  are  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys  79 

3-92% 

Girls  50 

2-72% 

These  consist  of  mevi,  scars,  and  common  skin  conditions, 
and  call  for  no  comment. 

■Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Defective 

Boys  420 

20-85% 

Girls  306 

16-68% 

Bad  

...  ...  Boys  6 

0-30% 

Girls  6 

0-33% 

The  slight  improvement 

in  the  nutrition  of  girls 

occurs 

'both  in  the  entrant  and  the 

13  year  old  group. 

28 


Mouth  and  Teeth. 


Unhealthy 

...  Boys 

260 

12  91% 

Girls 

198 

1079% 

These  figures  show  a definite 

reduction  from  last 

year. 

Naso-pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

(i)  Obstruction  requiring 

observation — 

Boys 

59 

293% 

Girls 

38 

2-07% 

(ii)  Obstruction  requiring 

operation- 

Boys 

35 

1-75% 

Girls 

24 

1-31% 

(iii)  Other  conditions  ... 

...  Boys 

55 

273% 

Girls 

27 

1-47% 

The  increase  in  (iii)  is  due  to  taking  note  of  common  colds. 

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  observation — 

Boys 

213 

10-58% 

Girls 

198 

10-79% 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operation — 

Bovs 

49 

243% 

Girls 

61 

3 32% 

The  increase  in  (i)  Boys  and  Girls  is  likely  to  be  due  to 

variations  in  the  standard  used 

by  different  school 

medical 

officers. 

(c)  Glands — 

(i)  Requiring  observation 

...  Boys 

50 

2-48% 

Girls 

51 

2-83% 

(ii)  Requiring  operation 

...  Boys 

6 

0-30% 

Girls 

2 

0 11% 

Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis 

...  Boys 

12 

0-60% 

Girls 

20 

1-09% 

Conjunctivitis 

...  Boys 

2 

0T0% 

Girls 

3 

016% 

Corneal  Opacities 

...  Boys 

4 

0-20% 

Girls 

0 

A 

0-11% 

Strabismus 

...  Boys 

26 

1-29% 

Girls 

31 

1-69% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

• •• 

... 

Girls 

2 

011% 
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A slight  increase  of  strabismus  in  both  boys  and  girls  is 
noted. 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Total  number  of  children  examined  — 

Boys  1335 
Girls  1224 

These  figures  are  lower  this  year,  as  the  1940  group  were 
mostly  seen  last  year. 

Fair  Boys  504  37  75% 

Girls  419  34-23% 

Bad  Boys  49  3’75% 

Girls  52  4-25% 

As  this  is  the  first  year  of  the  new  method  of  recording 
visual  acuity,  there  are  no  previous  figures  with  which  to 
compare  these. 

Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea 

Other  diseases 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 

Grade  I. 

Grade  II. a 

Grade  II. b 

Grade  III 

Speech. 

Defective  Articulation 
Stammering  ... 

In  the  case  of  boys  with  defective  articulation,  6 occurred 
in  the  9 year  old  group,  the  others  being  entrants.  6 cases  of 
‘stammering  were  noted  in  the  entrant  group,  4 boys  and 
two  girls. 


Bovs 

14 

0-69% 

Girls 

8 

0-44% 

Boys 

13 

0-65% 

Girls 

7 

0-38% 

Boys 

12 

0-60% 

Girls 

6 

033% 

Boys 

3 

0-15% 

Girls 

... 

... 

Boys 

. . . 

. . . 

Girls 

. . . 

Boys 

. . . 

. . . 

Girls 

... 

... 

Boys 

14 

0-69% 

Girls 

6 

0-33% 

Boys 

9 

0-45% 

Girls 

2 

o-ii% 
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Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

Routine  figures  are  not  given  here  as  they  are  suspected 
to  he  inadequate.  These  conditions  are  seldom  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  school  medical  officers  at  routine  examinations. 

The  number  of  mental  tests  performed  during  the  year 
was  80. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
was  84,  and  the  number  of  attendances  1057. 

Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 


(i)  Congenital 

...  Boys 

... 

... 

Girls 

5 

029% 

(ii)  Acquired  ... 

...  Boys 

8 

0-40% 

Girls 

10 

0-54% 

(b)  Functional  conditions 

...  Bovs 
•/ 

62 

3-08% 

Girls 

61 

332% 

The  figures  for  each  of  these  conditions  are  lower  than  those 

of  last  year,  but  numbers  are  too  small  to  be 
comment. 

worthy  of 

special 

Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

...  Boys 

3 

015% 

Girls 

4 

0-22%. 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

...  Boys 

... 

• | 

Girls 

• •• 

... 

Other  Diseases 

...  Boys 

84 

4- 12% 

Girls 

40 

2T8% 

Other  diseases  consist  of  15  cases  of  asthma,  the  rest  being 
temporary  catarrh  of  the  lungs,  the  increase  of  which  is  mainly 
among  the  boys.  The  increase  in  both  these  conditions  is 
worthy  of  note. 

A few  cases  of  severe  asthma  are  presenting  a problem,  as 
the  question  of  their  education  is  a difficult  one. 
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Deformities. 


(a)  Congenital 

...  Boys 

8 

0-40% 

(b)  Acquired — 

Girls 

10 

0-54% 

(Infantile  Paralysis) 

...  Boys 

2 

o-io% 

(c)  Acquired 

Girls 

4 

0-22% 

(Probable  Rickets) 

Boys 

24 

M9% 

(d)  Acquired — 

Girls 

6 

0-33% 

(Other  causes)  ... 

...  Boys 

20 

1-00% 

(e)  Postural  Defects — - 

Girls 

31 

1-69% 

(marked)  ... 

...  Boys 

10 

0-50% 

Girls 

26 

1-42% 

There  is  no  comment  to  make  on  these  figures. 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  was  no  case  of  infectious  disease  found  among  the 
routines. 


Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Boys 39  1-94% 

Girls  38  2'07% 

Calls  for  no  comment. 

The  figures  for  Anaemia,  not  tabulated  under  any  of  the 
above  headings  are  : — 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  1'39% 

Girls  19  104% 

The  cases  are  mainly  in  the  entrant  group,  and  none  at 
all  this  year  among  the  13  year  old  girls.  The  diagnosis  of 
anaemia  was  by  means  of  clinical  observation  only,  no  objective 
test  being  performed. 
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Table  I. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  : — 


A.  Systematic  Examinations. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Entrants 

...  775 

707 

1482 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  588 

537 

1125 

3rd  Age  Group 

...  600 

526 

1126 

4th  Age  Group 

...  51 

65 

116 

Total 

...  2014 

1835 

3849 

Other  Systematic  Examinations. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

98  114  212 


B.  Other  Examinations. 


Special  Cases  (including  those  seen  at  special  visits)  ...  661 

Re-inspections  by  School  Medical  Officers  (excluding  Dumfries 
Burgh). 

(a)  For  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2762 

(b)  For  Uncleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1076 


Total 

Number  of  Special  visits  by  School  Medical  Officers  . . . 


...  3838 
— 

...  210 


Number  of  Individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations,  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treat- 
ment (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries). 


Entrants  ... 

2nd  Age  Group  ... 

3rd  Age  Group  ... 

4th  Age  Group  ... 

Other  systematic  examinations 


142 

104 


78 

8 


21 


353 


Number  notified  for  uncleanliness 


...  289 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individcai 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

Boys  - 2014 
Girls  - 1835 

Entrants. 



Boys 

775 

3 2 
s* 

No. 

% 

Xo. 

* 

O/  1 
>0  , 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory 

1 

0.13 

4 

0.57 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

... 

... 

...  9 

3.  Cleanliness. 

(a)  Head — Dirty  

... 

... 

... 

... 

13.151 

Nits  or  Vermin 

23 

2.97 

92 

...  | 

(b)  Body — Dirty  

... 

7 

0.90 

... 

...  1 

Verminous  

... 

... 

... 

4.  Skin. 

(a)  Head — Ringworm  

... 

... 

... 

...  ■ 

Impetigo  

2 

0.26 

3 

0.42 

Other  Diseases 

9 

1.16 

7 

G.99 

(b)  Body — Ringworm  

... 

1 

0.13 

Impetigo  

5 

0.65 

2 

0.23 

Scabies 

... 

9 

1.16 

5 

0.71 

Other  Diseases 

... 

35 

4.52 

17 

2.40 

5.  Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Defective  

166 

21.42 

116 

16.41 

Bad  

3 

0.39 

O 

0.28 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  

35 

4.52 

SO 

4 24 

7.  Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

... 

35 

4.52 

26 

3.68 

ii.  Obstruction  requiring  operation  ... 

... 

26 

3.S4 

18 

2.55 

iii.  Other  conditions  

... 

24 

3.10 

12 

1.70 

(b)  Throat— 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

... 

103 

13.29 

96 

18.58 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

... 

28 

3.73 

39 

5.52 

(c)  Glands — 

i.  Requiring  observation  

... 

31 

4.00 

26 

3.68 

ii.  Requiring  operation  

... 

5 

0.65 

1 

0.14 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

... 

3 

0.40 

4 

0.57 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

0.13 

2 

0.28 

Corneal  Opacities  

V* 

... 

1 

0.14 

Strabismus  

... 

15 

1.94 

25 

3.54 

Other  Diseases 

... 

... 

1 

0.14 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Boys  - 1335  Girls  - 1224 

Good  

»«• 

26 

27.08 

22 

22.00 

Fair  

• •• 

61 

63.54 

57 

r>7.oo 

Bad  

• * ... 

9 

9.38 

21 

9.88 

Recommended  for  refraction 

... 

13 

1.67 

21 

2.97 

. . _ . . — ■ 
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Examinations. 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  Age-Group. 

Third  Age-Group. 

Fourth  Age-Group. 

ALL 

AGES. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

588 

537 

600 

526 

51 

65 

2014 

1 

B35 

No. 

% No. 

O/ 

/o 

Xo. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

5 

0.85 

1 

0.19 

i 

0.17 

1 

0.19 

7 

0.35 

6 

0.33 

... 

1 

0.19 

... 

1 

0.05 

-26 

4.42 

99 

18.44 

20 

3.33 

111 

21.10 

1 

1.96 

70 

3.48 

302 

16.46 

4 

0.72 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.33 

3 

0.57 

13 

0.65 

4 

0.22 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.33 

2 

0.38 

4 

0.20 

6 

0.33 

11 

1.87 

6 

1.12 

10 

1.67 

14 

2.66 

2 

3.92 

35 

1.75 

27 

1.47 

1 

0.17 

2 

0.10 

3 

0.51 

2 

0.33 

10 

0.50 

2 

0.11 

o 

0.34 

5 

0.93 

3 

0.50 

5 

0.95 

14 

0.70 

15 

0.82 

27 

4.59 

18 

3.33 

13 

2.17 

13 

2.47 

4 

7.84 

2 

3.08 

79 

3.92 

50 

2.72 

142 

24.15 

112 

20.86 

107 

17.83 

77 

14.64 

5 

9.80 

1 

1.54 

420 

20.85 

306 

16.68 

3 

0.51 

2 

0.37 

2 

0.38 

6 

0.30 

6 

0.33 

133 

22.62 

114 

21.23 

80 

13.33 

51 

9.70 

12 

23.53 

3 

4.62 

260 

12.91 

198 

10.79 

15 

2.55 

9 

1.68 

9 

1.50 

3 

0.57 

59 

2.93 

38 

2.07 

7 

1.19 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.17 

4 

0.76 

1 

1.96 

... 

35 

1.75 

24 

1.31 

21 

3.57 

11 

2.05 

8 

1.33 

4 

0.76 

2 

3.92 

... 

... 

55 

2.73 

27 

1.47 

61 

10.37 

64 

11.92 

46 

7.67 

35 

6.66 

3 

5.88 

3 

4.62 

213 

10.58 

198 

10.79 

15 

2.55 

11 

2.09 

6 

1.00 

10 

1.90 

... 

1 

1.54 

49 

2.43 

61 

3.32 

10 

1.70 

15 

2.79 

9 

1.50 

10 

1.90 

50 

2.48 

51 

2.83 

1 

0.17 

‘"I 

... 

1 

0.19 

... 

... 

6 

0.30 

2 

0.11 

6 

1.02 

14 

2.61 

1 

0.17  : 

2 

0.38 

2 

3.92 

12 

0.60 

20 

1.09 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.19 

... 

2 

0.10 

3 

0.16 

0.34 

... 

2 

0.33 

1 

0.19 

... 

4 

0.20 

2 

0.11 

6 

1.02 

5 

0.93 

5 

0.89 

...  i 

... 

1 

1.54 

26 

1.29 

31 

1.69 

2 

0.34 

... 

1 

0.17 

1 : 

0.19 

... 

... 

3 

0.15 

2 

0.11 

307 

52.21 

287 

53.26 

403 

67.17 

380 

72.24 

46 

90.20 

64 

98.46 

782 

58.50 

753 

61.52 

259 

44.05 

232 

43.20 

180 

30.00 

133 

25.29 

4 

7.84 

1 

1.54 

504  ! 

37.75 

419 

34.23 

22 

3.74 

18 

3.33 

17 

2.83 

13 

2.47 

1 

1.96 

... 

49  j 

3.75 

62 

4.25 

16 

2.72 

16 

2.98 

10 

1.67 

15 

2.85 

... 

2 

3.08 

39 

2.92 

64 

4.41 

' 
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Table  IT. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages. 

Entr. 

Boys 

LSTS. 

Girls 

Boys  - 2014 
Girls  - 1835 

No. 

775 

Of 

/O 

So. 

707 

Of 

Jo 

9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea  

5 

0.65 

2 

0.28 

Other  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 

Grade  I 

4 

0.52 

Grade  Il.a  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10.  Speech. 

Defective  Articulation  

7 

0.90 

5 

0.71 

Stammering 

4 

0.52 

2 

0.28 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

(a)  Backward  

(b)  Dull  

... 

... 

o 

0.28 

(c)  Mentally  Defective  (educable) 

... 

... 

... 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (ineducable) 

... 

... 

... 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  or  Unstable  

3 

0.40 

... 

(f)  Difficult  in  Behaviour 

3 

0.40 

... 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

1.  Congenital 

3 

0.42 

ii.  Acquired  

... 

... 

... 

2 

0.28 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

35 

4.52 

26 

3.68 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

21 

2.71 

13 

1.84 

13.  Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

1 

0.13 

2 

0.28 

Suspected  Tuberculosis  

... 

... 

... 

•••  1 

Other  Diseases  

... 

46 

5.94 

21 

2.97 

14.  Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  

4 

0.52 

S 

0.71 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

... 

1 

0.13 

1 

0.14 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  Rickets)  

6 

0.78 

3 

0.42 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes)  

7 

0.91 

5 

0.71 

(e)  Acquired  (Postural  Defects)  

1 j 

0.13 

4 

0.57 

IB.  Infectious  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  j 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects  

... 

21 

2.71 

16 

2.26 

— 

— 
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Examinations  (continued). 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects  : 


Second 

Age-Group. 

Third  a 

ge-Group. 

Fourth 

Age-Group. 

All 

Ages. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

588 

537 

600 

526 

51 

65 

2014 

1835 

Xo. 

% 

No.  j % 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No.  | % 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

4 

0.68 

3 

0.56 

4 

| 0.67 

3 

0.57 

1 

1.96 

14 

0.69 

8 

0.44 

7 

1.19 

6 

1.12 

4 

| 0.67 

1 

0.19 

2 

3.92 

13 

0.65 

7 

0.38 

2 

0.34 

3 

0.56 

6 

1.00 

3 

0.57 

12 

0.60 

6 

0.33 

0.34 

... 

... 

1 

1.96 

... 

3 

0.15 

... 

... 

6 

1.02 

... 

1 

0.19 

14 

0.69 

6 

0.33 

1 

0.17 

... 

4 

0.67 

9 

0.45 

2 

0.11 

... 

... 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.05 

9 

1.51 

1 

0.19 

9 

1.50 

12 

2.28 

18 

0.89 

15 

0.82 

2 

0.34 

1 

0.19 

5 

0.83 

2 

0.38 

7 

0.34 

3 

0.16 

... 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.05 

... 

3 

0.15 

2 

0.34 

... 

... 

••I 

5 

0.25 

... 

.... 

1 

0.19 

i 

0.19 

5 

0.27 

3 

0.51 

3 

0.56 

4 

0.67 

4 

0.76 

... 

1 

1.54 

8 

0.40 

10 

0.54 

17 

2.89 

18 

3.33 

10 

1.67 

17 

3.23 

1 

1.96 

62 

3.08 

61 

3.32 

3 

0.51 

6 

1.12 

4 

0.67 

• 

... 

... 

28 

1.39 

19 

1.04 

1 

... 

0.17 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.17 

... 

... 

3 

0.15 

4! 

0.22 

‘24 

4.08 

17 

3.17 

13 

2.17 

2 

0.38 

1 

1.96 

84 

4.12 

40 

2.18 

3 

0.51 

4 

0.74 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.10 

... 

8 

0.40 

10 

0.54 

3 1 

0.56 

1 

0.17 

1 

1.96 

3 

0.15 

4 

0.22 

* 7 

1.19 

3 

0.56 

10 

1.67 

... 

... 

1 

1.96 

24 

1.10 

6 

0.33 

0.68 

7 

1.30 

8 

1.33 

13 

2.47 

1 

1.06 

6 

9.23 

20 

1.00 

31 

1.69 

1.19 

13 

2.42 

2 

0.33 

9 

1.71 

10 

0.50 

26 

1.42 

•7 

— 

1.19 

6 

1.12 

9 

1.50 

12 

2.28 

2 

3.92 

4 

6.15 

39 

1.04 

38 

2.07 

— 
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Table  III. — Systematic 


Entb 

AXTS. 

Second 
Age-Geo  up. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I. 

Children  free  from  defects  

624 

42.10 

377 

33.51 

n. 

Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

1 

0.06 

31 

2.75 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

34 

2.29 

122 

10.84 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

... 

... 

3 

0.26 

Total  

35 

2.36 

156 

13.86 

m. 

Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  antici- 
pated within  a few  weeks 

241 

. 

16.26 

136 

12.08 

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from)  defect  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or 
III.— 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

548 

36.97 

412 

36.62 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

32 

2.29 

44 

3.91 

Total  

582 

39.27 

456 

40.53 

Total  examined  

1482 

... 

1125 

... 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Third 

Age-Group. 


Fourth 

Age-Group. 


Other 

Systematic. 


Total. 


Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I Number 
of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

540 

47.95 

65 

56.03 

96 

45.28 

1702 

41.91 

52 

4.61 

i 

0.86 

4 

1.88 

80 

2.19 

67 

5.95 

9 

7.75 

11 

5.18 

243 

5.98 

3 

0.26 

1 

0.47 

7 

0.17 

122 

10.83 

10 

8.62 

16 

7.54 

339 

8.34 

90 

7.99 

9 

7.75 

22 

10.37 

498 

12.26 

309 

27.44 

23 

19.82 

67 

31.60 

1359 

83.46 

65 

5.77 

9 

7.75 

11 

5.18 

163 

4.01 

374 

33.21 

32 

27.58 

78 

36.79 

1552 

37.47 

1126 

... 

116 

212 

4061 

... 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


At 

At  Special 

At  no 

Disability. 

Ordinary 

Schools  or 

School  or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Classes. 

Institution. 

1.  Blind  

1* 

... 

... 

1 

2.  Partially  Sighted — 

(a)  High  myopes  

6 

... 

... 

6 

(b)  Others  

15 

... 

15 

3.  Deaf — 

Grade  I 

30 

... 

... 

30 

Grade  Il.a  

9 

... 

... 

e 

Grade  11. b 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III 

... 

... 

1* 

i 

4.  Defective  Speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 

special  educational  measures 

7 

... 

...  . 

7 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special  edu- 

cational  measures 

12 

... 

... 

12 

5.  Mentally  Defective  (Children  between  5 

and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  

19* 

68 

1 

88 

(b)  Ineducable 

3* 

11 

14 

(County 

6.  Epilepsy — 

cases  only 
... 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

14 

14 

(b)  Severe  

1 

1 

... 

2 

7.  Physically  Defective — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (ex- 

eluding  cervical  glands) 

21 

1 

22 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  Conditions  ... 

159 

... 

4 

163 

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease  

83 

2 

85 

(d)  Other  Causes  of  Hl-health — 

2 

2 

4 

Asthma  3 

Bronchiectasis  1 

8.  Multiple  Defects — 

| 

Torticollis  and  Deaf  grade  Il.a 

1 

1 

Educable  M.D.  and  deaf  grade  I. 

• •• 

1 

1 ! 

Educable  M.D.  and  deaf  grade  Il.a  ... 
Educable  M.D.  and  deaf  grade  I.  and 

... 

1 

... 

1 i 

hemiplegia 

... 

1 

• •• 

1 ! 

Educable  M.D.  and  cleft  palate 

... 

1 

i ! 

Ineducable  M.D.  and  hemiplegia 

1 

... 

2 

3 

Organic  heart  and  deaf  grade  I. 
Defective  articulation  and  deaf  grade 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Ha.  

1 

... 

1 

Talipes  and  educable  M.D 

1 

• •• 

1 ' 

Talipes  and  asthma  

... 

... 

1 

1 

Osteomyelitis  and  infantile  paralysis 

1 

... 

1 

— - 

Awaiting  transfer. 
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6.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

A.  Minor  Ailments  (figures  relate  to  children  seen,  not 

to  the  number  of  treatments). 

(1)  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries,  etc.  ...  247 

(2)  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  24 

(3)  Diseases  of  the  eye  excluding  defective  vision  15 

(4)  Diseases  of  the  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  

Favus  (scalp)  ...  2 

Ringworm  (body)  3 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  24 

Impetigo 41 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  25 

In  addition,  331  unclassified  cases  were  seen  at  Dumfries 
Burgh  Clinic. 

B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

(a)  Number  of  Retinoscopies  performed  by  School 

Medical  Officers  ...  ...  277 

(b)  Number  of  Children  referred  to  Consulting 

Ophthalmologist  ...  ...  213 

(c)  Number  of  Spectacles  provided  under  County 

Council’s  scheme  275 

Otherwise  ...  ...  22 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total 
Dcclusion  where  necessary,  and  by  operation. 

C.  Number  of  Operations  performed  by  Ear,  Nose  and 

Throat  Specialist  ...  ...  292 

D.  Orthopaedic  Defects. 

Admissions  and  First  Visits  79 

Re-visits  

7.  SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

Durmg  the  year,  many  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
tchool  dental  service. 

The  new  dental  clinic  at  the  County  Buildings  was  completed 
81  Al,nI>  1948,  and  is  proving  of  the  greatest  benefit.  The 
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clinic,  which  is  a converted  hut,  has  two  fully-equipped  surgeries, 
a recovery  room,  waiting-room  and  an  office  for  the  staff. 

The  conditions  under  which  treatment  must  be  carried  out 
in  the  smaller  schools  in  the  area  are  frequently  very  unsatis- 
factory. Rather  than  embark  upon  an  extensive  programme 
of  reconstruction  at  these  schools,  the  council  decided  to 
experiment  with  a mobile  dental  clinic.  Such  a clinic  was 
ordered  in  June,  1948. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  dental  officers  was  increased 
to  four.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  appointment  will  be  that  of 
a senior  dental  officer  and  that  dental  attendants  will  be  assigned 
to  each  dentist. 


Percentage  of  Acceptance. 


Westerkirk  ... 

0/ 

/o 

100. 

Crossford 

0/ 

fO 

100. 

Corrie 

100. 

Burnhead 

100. 

Davington  ... 

100. 

Auldgirth 

100. 

Breconbeds 

97-00 

Mennock 

9411 

Goodhope  ... 

93-30 

Sibbaldbie  ... 

9230 

Harlaw 

91-60 

Keir  ... 

90  00 

Tundergarth 

90-00 

Wanlockhead 

90-00 

Gatelawbridge 

85-71 

Nethermill  ... 

85-00 

Applegarth  ... 

84-61 

Cummertrees 

84-21 

Half- Morton 

83-30 

Eskdalemuir... 

8330 

Wamphray  ... 

81-81 

Hottsbridge  ... 

SP25 

Torthorwald 

80-00 

Speddoch 

8000 

Durisdeer  ... 

77-77 

Hutton 

7692 

St.  Mungo 

7692 

Ewes  ... 

75  00 

Glenesslin  ... 

7500 

Penpont 

7500 

Tvnron  (Upper) 

75-00 

Woodside 

75-00 

Brydekirk  ... 

73  00 

Kirkpatrick  ... 

7291 

Sanquhar  Academy 

71-49 

Middlebie 

71  42 

Steilston 

71-42 

Kelloholm 

7096 

Gretna  Public 

70-28 

Hutton  Hall 

6923 

Moniaive 

68-96 

Dunscore 

6666 

Beattock 

6660 

St.  Andrew’s  (Girls’) 

6510 

Gretna  High 

6480 

Hightae 

64-00 

Duncow 

63-63 

Loreburn-S.  John's 

63-47 

Glenzier 

6333 

St.  Andrew's  (Boj*s’) 

6316 

0/  0/ 
/o  /o 


Kirkconnel  ... 

..  6315 

Eastriggs 

62-90 

Brownhall  ... 

..  61-95 

Eaglesfield  ... 

60-97 

Hoddam 

..  60-80 

Gubhill  

60-00 

Barndennoch 

..  60  00 

Trailtrow 

6000 

Benedictine  Convent  60  00 

St.  Michael’s 

59-60 

Maxwelltown 

..  59-50 

Morton  Academy  ... 

59  09 

St.  Columba’s 

..  58-87 

Lockerbie  Academy 

57-88 

Noblehill  ... 

..  57-53 

Canonbie 

5600 

Mount  Pleasant 

..  52-40 

Gair  ... 

50-00 

Glencaple  ... 

..  50-00 

Cogrieburn  ... 

5000 

Lochmaben 

..  49-35 

Ruthwell 

47-61 

Annan  Academy  . 

..  47-30 

Carronbridge 

47-05 

Holywood  ... 

..  45-45 

Amisfield 

43-75 

Wallace  Hall  Academy  43"  15 

Langholm  Academy 

4311 

Moffat  Academy  . 

..  42-94 

Mouswald 

41-66 

Dalton 

..  41-30 

Collin 

40-74 

Dumfries  High 

..  39-20 

J ohnstonebridge 

38-88 

Garrel 

..  37-50 

Dumfries  Academy 

37  45 

Dalswinton  ... 

..  33  33 

Gilnockie 

33  30 

Shieldhill  ... 



Evan  Water... 

... 

During  the  year  all  the 

schools  in  the  county  have 

been 

visited  for  Dental  Inspection  and  for  Treatment. 

Number  of  children  Inspected 
(a)  Routine  age  groups 
Age  5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 

12  13  14  15  16  17 

18  Total 

1076  1116  1049  1112 

1129  1067 

1010 

1241  1102  812  205  135  138 

43  11235 

(b)  Specials 
...  8 5 4 

16  19 

14 

11  13  16  15  15  1 

137 

1084  1121  1053  1128 

1148  1081 

1021 

1254  1118  827  220  136  138 

43  11372 

Number  requiring  treatment 
Number  of  children  treated  : — 

(a)  Routine  age  groups 

(b)  Specials 


6288 

2910 

137 


3047 


Number  refusing  treatment 
Number  of  Appointments  not  kept 
Number  of  forms  not  returned 
Percentage  of  Acceptance  ... 

Of  those  for  whom  treatment  was 

’treatment. 


2308 

148 

361 

56-77%. 

accepted,  434  have  not  yet  received 
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The  following  schools  were  visited  a second  time  during  the 
year  : — 

Gretna  High  Wallace  Hall  Academy  Hutton 

Glencaple  Hutton  Hall  Brownhall 

Kelloholm  Glenzier 


Number  of  children  reinspected  : — 


5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

15 

16  17 

18  Total 

109  108  96  110  107  118  118  82  106  121 

17 

5 3 

4 1104 

Number  of  children,  of  those  reinspected,  requiring 

treatment 

...  531 

Number  of  children  treated 

334 

Number  refusing  treatment 

151 

Number  of  Appointments  not  kept 

13 

Number  of  forms  not  returned 

33 

Percentage  of  Acceptance  ... 

...  65  34% 

Attendances  made  for  treatment  ... 

...  4123 

Half-days  devoted  to  : — Inspection  ...  ...  144 

Treatment  ...  ...  815 

Office  Work 334 

1293 

Fillings  : — Permanent  Teeth 

3166 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

... 

...  , 250 

3416 

Extractions  : — Permanent  Teeth 

749 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

... 

2376 

3125 

Other  Operations  : — Permanent  Teeth 

657 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

... 

160 

817 

Administration  of  N20  and  02 

23 

Orthodontic  Appliances 

... 

... 

22 

Partial  Dentures 

• • • 

,,, 

4 

Jacket  Crowns... 

9 

... 

... 

2 

8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

There  are  no  special  schools  in  the  County. 

Classes,  attached  to  ordinary  schools  for  mental  defectives, 
are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Dumfries  class,  under  Loreburn  S. -John’s  school,  is  housed 

in  a special  building  about  3 miles  out  of  the  town.  There 
are  two  teachers  and  a roll  of  41,  27  Boys  and  14  Girls  (2  of 
which  are  Stewartry  children). 

2.  Annan  class,  attached  to  Annan  Academy,  uses  a room  in 

a detached  building.  There  is  one  teacher,  and  a roll  of 
15,  b Boys  and  9 Girls. 
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3.  Lockerbie  class  uses  a classroom  in  the  main  building  of 
Lockerbie  Academy.  There  is  one  teacher,  and  a roll  of 
14,  9 Boys  and  5 Girls.  At  present  several  retarded 
children  are  also  taught  in  the  same  classroom. 

The  total  number  of  educable,  mentally  defective  children 
receiving  special  education  is  70. 

Classes  for  Retarded  children  are  in  the  meantime  incom- 
pletely organised,  so  no  figures  are  given. 

Blind  and  Deaf  Mute  children  receive  their  education  in 
Special  Schools,  usually  in  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow.  The  number 
of  blind  children  being  thus  taught  is  3.  The  number  of  deaf- 
mute  children  being  thus  taught  is  10. 

Other  Physically  defective  children  are  taught  in  the  ordinary 
school,  transport  being  arranged  if  required.  For  those  unfit 
to  attend  school,  private  tuition  is  arranged  where  possible. 


Milk  and  Meals  in  Schools. 

During  the  school  year,  particulars  were  taken  of  the  average 
number  of  scholars  taking  milk  and  meals  in  each  school.  These 
figures  were  usually  noted  when  the  inspection  of  the  buildings 
and  sanitary  arrangements  was  made.  No  actual  census  was 


taken  on  one  day,  and  so  only  approximate  averages  can  be 
estimated. 

Number  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  Schools  supplying  milk  to  pupils  ...  88 

Number  of  Schools  providing  meals  to  pupils  ...  54 

Number  of  Children  on  school  rolls  12,246 

Number  of  Children  taking  milk  ...  ...  9,722 

Percentage  of  Children  taking  milk  ...  ...  79'4 

Number  of  Children  taking  meals  ...  ...  4,353 

Percentage  of  Children  taking  meals  ...  ...  35  5 


In  four  (4)  schools  the  number  of  meals  supplied  on  each 
day  was  restricted  to  a given  figure  because  of  the  limited 
number  of  meals  that  could  be  supplied  from  the  cooking  centre. 


I 
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CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


The  work  done  at  the  chemical  laboratory  is  recorded  in 
the  following  tables  : — 
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Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under  the 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article 


Milk  

Milk  (Condensed) 

Milk  (Evaporated 
Ice  Cream 
Butter 
Margarine 
Cooking  Fat 
Lard 
Cheese 
Sugar 
Tea 
Coffee 
Cocoa 
Jelly/Jam 
Apple,  Prune  and  Custard 
Barley 

Barley  Flakes  ... 

Barley  Flour 
Blancmange 
Creamola 
Chocolate  Cup  . . . 
Fruitella... 

Flour 

Oatmeal  ... 

Pudding  Mixture 
Wheatmeal 
Semolina 
Sultanas  ... 

Meat  Paste 
Mince 
Pork  Meat 
Sausage  ... 

Black  Pudding  ... 

Tomato  Soup 
Crab  Paste 
Fish  Paste 
Tinned  Herring  ... 
Dehydrated  Onions 
Flavouring,  Lemon 
Flavouring,  Rum 
Flavouring,  Vanilla 
Wine  Essence 
Lemonade 
Still  Orange 
Rum 

Whisky  ... 

Bottled  Tomatoes 
Peas  (Tinned)  ... 

Chutney  ... 

Vinegar  ... 


Carry  forward  . 


County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Tota 

Adulterated 

110(40)  99(6)  32(4 

) 241 

50  . 

2 

2 

i 

1 

5 

5 

8 6 7 

21 

• • • 

8 9 5 

22 

7 ...  5 

12 

1 

1 

1 2 

3 

12 

12 

13  1 

14 

5 1 

6 

3 

3 

1 3 3 

7 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2(1)  ... 

2 

i 

1 

i 

5(1)  4 

9 

i 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

... 

1 

i 

... 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

... 

1 

i 

1 1 1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3(1)  

3 

i 

8(3)  

8 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 1 

3 

155(45)190(7)  71(4) 

416  | 

56 
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Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total  Adulterated 

Brought  forward  . . . 

155(45)190(7)  71(4) 

416  56 

Baking  Soda 

1 

8 

... 

9 

Baking  Powder  ... 

2 

] 

3 

Cream  of  Tartar 

11 

5 

16 

Cream  of  Tarter  Substitute 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Cinnamon 

4 

... 

4 

Curry  Powder  ... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Ginger 

... 

... 

6 

... 

6 

Mixed  Spice 

. . . 

1 

... 

I 

Mustard  ... 

... 

1 

i 

2 

Pepper  ... 

... 

1 

5 

i 

7 

Sage 

1 

... 

i 

Acetic  Acid 

1 

... 

i 

Boric  Acid 

... 

2 

1 

3 

Citric  Acid 

1 

1 

Abdine  ... 

... 

1 

1 

Aspirin  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

Carbolic  Oil 

1 

i ! 

Castor  Oil 

2 

5 

7 : 

Camphorated  Oil 

i 

1 

2 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

... 

i 

1 

Culinary  Oil 

... 

1 

1 

Eucalyptus  Oil  ... 

i 

1 

2 

Olive  Oil 

2 

... 

9 

Calsiod  Tablets 

1 

... 

1 

Cough  Mixture  ... 

... 

2 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

5 

i 

7 

F ormaldehyde  ... 

1 

. . . 

i 

Glycerine 

1 

2 

i 

4 

Gregory  Mixture 

1 

i 

2 

Liquid  Paraffin  ... 

1 

. . . 

i 

o 

Potassium  Bromide 

1 

i 

Seidlitz  Powder 

2 

o 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

i 

Total 

178(45) 

252( 

7)  83(4) 

513  1 56 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Sam] ties  of  each  public  supply  were  obtained  each  quarter 
for  full  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  With  the 
exception  of  Kirkconnel  (Old)  and  Bankshill,  the  supplies  were 
found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

At  the  instance  of  the  proprietor,  many  surveys  were  made 
of  private  supplies  with  a view  to  extension  or  improvement. 
It  was  found  possible,  during  the  year,  to  fill  in  a number  of  wells 
that  were  known  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

A total  of  14,871,200  gallons  of  milk  was  produced  in  the 
County  during  the  year.  This  exceeds  last  year’s  total  by 
2,135,252  gallons  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  dairy 
farmers  in  the  County  for  a splendid  effort  despite  many  pre- 
vailing difficulties. 


It  is  interesting  and  pleasing  to  note  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  produced  in  1948  as 
compared  with  the  figure  only  four  years  ago. 


Total  Production. 

“T.T.”  Milk 

Percentage 

1944  . 

..  11,493,200  gallons  ... 

7,930,400  gallons  . 

..  69% 

1948  . 

..  14,871,200  gallons  ... 

13,415,600  gallons  . 

• • 90% 

In  other  words,  only  10%  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  County 
now  is  not  " Tuberculin  Tested,”  whereas  four  years  ago  milk 
in  this  category  represented  over  30%  of  the  total. 


During  the  year  83  plans  were  dealt  with  in  connection 
with  new  dairy  buildings,  and  additions  and  improvements  to 
existing  premises.  There  were  29  entirely  new  dairy  farms 
registered  and  the  total  now  stands  at  811.  This  total  is  made 
up  of  677  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” dairies,  27  “ Standard,  ” and 
107  “ Ordinary.  ” 

Two  new  dairies  with  “ Milking  Parlours  ” were  started, 
making  a total  of  8 dairies  now  adopting  this  system  of  milking. 
One  of  the  new  “ Milking  Parlours  ” is  used  in  conjunction  with 
Covered  Courts  for  housing  of  the  dairy  cows.  This  dairy,  so 
far  as  I am  aware,  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  West  of 
Scotland.  Six  of  the  other  dairies  with  “ Milking  Parlours  ” 
have  byres  for  housing  the  dairy  animals,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
other  one  the  herd  is  wintered  out. 

There  were  2,753  visits  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the 
year  and  these  were  carried  out  under  the  following  categories  : 
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Milk  (Spec.  Des.). 

Scot.  Milk  Testing 

"Routine 

Structural. 

Orders. 

Scheme. 

1815 

428 

395 

115 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  functioned  satisfactorily 
and  samples  taken  of  outgoing  milk  all  proved  satisfactory  with 
the  exception  of  one  of  heat-treated  milk  which  failed  in  the 
phosphatase  test.  The  manager  of  the  creamery  concerned 
was  informed  and,  following  investigations,  the  repeat  sample 
proved  satisfactory. 

Testing  of  Non-designated  Milk. 

Of  125  samples  taken  during  the  year  only  5 proved 
unsatisfactory. 

Testing  under  this  heading  is  confined  to  milk  supplies  from 
retailers  and  producer-retailers  whose  milk  is  not  subject  to  testing 
at  creameries  under  the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme  ; this 
being  so,  the  results  of  testing  give  a fair  idea  as  to  the  cleanliness 
of  milk  being  sold  to  the  public  in  the  County  area. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

280  samples  were  taken  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  and 
64  (22%)  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically. 

Thirteen  suppliers  were  concerned  with  the  64  unsatisfactory 
samples  but  six  were  concerned  with  51  of  them. 


Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  166.  as  compared 
with  316  in  1947.  The  total  is  made  up  of  notifications  from 
the  various  creameries  as  follows.  Figures  in  brackets  indicate 
notifications  last  year  : — 

Sanquhar,  24  (36)  ; Lockerbie,  43  (132)  ; Cowhill,  2 (2) ; 
Carnation  Milk  Factory,  89  (145)  ; Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire 
Dairy  Company,  8 (1).  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  notifi- 
cations received  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
very  little  really  warm  weather  during  the  year,  and  water 
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milk  coolers  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  58  or  34%  of  the  total  notifications  were  unsatis- 
factory platform  tests  (smell  or  appearance)  of  milk  supplies 
received  at  the  creameries  off  the  milk  lorries. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934. 

Apart  from  the  non-sealing  by  producers  of  milk  churns 
being  sent  by  common  carrier,  the  order  has  been  generally 
complied  with 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland),  1936-1944. 

There  were  90  producers’  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these  7 were  new  farmers  taking 
over  farms  where  the  previous  farmer  had  held  a “ Tuberculin 
Tested  licence,  and  1 1 were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licenced  producer.  Thus,  72  entirely  new  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
licences  were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  26  “ Ordinary  ” 
dairies,  and  14  “ Standard  ” dairies  upgraded  to  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  and  32  new  dailies  which,  after  complying  with  the 
required  conditions,  went  right  on  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
milk  production. 

Three  producers’  “ Standard  ” licences  were  granted,  one 
of  which  was  an  alteration  in  the  name  of  the  producer,  while 
the  other  two  were  “ Ordinary  ” dairies  upgraded  to  “ Standard.” 

Fourteen  producers  appeared  before  the  appropriate 
committee  of  the  County  Council  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory 
milk  samples  and  methods  of  production.  Each  one  received 
a warning  that  any  future  unsatisfactory  report  would  result 
in  suspending  or  revoking  their  licence.  No  licences  were  sus- 
pended during  the  year. 

There  were  2,370  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year,  of 
which  159  were  qualifying  samples  from  producers  applying  for 
licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Orders  ; 129  were  of 
“ Standard  ” milk  and  2,082  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk. 
The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  402,  which  represents 
16.9%  of  the  total  samples  taken.  This  is  an  improvement  on 
last  year’s  figure  of  18'5%  unsatisfactory  samples. 


TABLE  SHEWING  SPECIMENS  SUBMITTED  AND  SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY. 
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Milk  Bottles 
Autogenous  Vaccines 
Paul  Bunnell  Tests 
Animal  Inoculations 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


To 


County  Health  Offices, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland. 


In  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work  the  year  under 
review  has  been  a very  busy  one  and  the  duties  accomplished 
could  not  have  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  every  member  of  my  staff,  to  whom  I wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  services  rendered  by  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  WILSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  for  the 
first  time  in  1948  was  three  hundred  and  five. 

Particulars  of  these  houses  are  shown  on  the  following 
table  : — 

(1)  Local  Authority  Houses  occupied  foe  the  first  time 
between  January,  1948,  and  December,  1948. 


Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

Xo.  ’ 

Temporary — Tarran 

...  3 apt.  ... 

Dunscore 

...  16 

3 apt.  ... 

Gretna 

...  10 

3 apt.  ... 

Heathhall 

...  60 

3 apt.  ... 

Kirkconnel  ... 

...  20 

3 apt.  ... 

Kirkton 

...  10  1 

3 apt.  ... 

Moniaive 

...  16 

132 


Permanent — Aluminium  .. 

3 apt.  ... 

Eastriggs 

...  20  \ 

Permanent — Traditional  . . 

4 apt.  ... 

Brv  dekirk 

...  12 : 

4 apt.  ... 

Gretna 

...  10  \ 

4 apt.  ... 

Thornhill 

...  4 

5 apt.  ... 

Thornhill 

...  4 

4 apt.  ... 

Torthorwald 

...  6 

4 apt.  ... 

Waterbeck  ... 

- J 

40 

Weir — Steel 

4 apt.  ... 

Holjnvood  ... 

...  8 

4 apt.  ... 

Auldgirth 

...  8 

16 


208 
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(2)  Houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  between 
January,  1948,  and  December,  1948. 

Type-  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Traditional  (Brick)  ...  4 apt.  ...  Kirkconnel  ...  ...  18 

Weir — Steel  4 apt.  ...  Kirkconnel 38 

56 

(3)  Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  and 

OCCUPIED  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1948, 
and  December,  1948. 

Type-  Size.  Situation.  Department.  No. 

Temporary — Wooden  4 apt.  ...  Eskdalemuir...  Forestry 

Commission  1 

Temporary — Wooden  3 apt — Eskdalemuir...  Forestry 

Commission  6 

7 

(4)  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  occupied 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1948,  AND 

December,  1948. 


(a)  With  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Agricultural 
Population)  (Scotland)  Act,  1938. 


Type.  Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  3 apt. 

...  Caerlaverock  Parish  ... 

2 

4 apt. 

...  Caerlaverock  Parish  ... 

2 

3 apt. 

...  Dalton  Parish 

1 

4 apt. 

...  Kirkmichael  Parish  ... 

2 

4 apt. 

...  Lochmaben  Parish  ... 

1 

3 apt. 

...  Tinwald  Parish 

1 

4 apt. 

...  Tinwald  Parish 

2 

4 apt. 

...  Torthorwald  Parish  ... 

2 

13 
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(b)  Without  assistance. 

Type.  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  4 apt.  ...  Applegarth  Parish  ... 

4 apt.  ...  Dumfries  Parish  ...  2 

3 apt.  ...  Dryfesdale  Parish  ...  1 

5 apt.  ...  Ewes  Parish  ...  1 

3 apt.  ...  Hoddom  Parish  ...  4 

3 apt.  ...  Hutton  and  Corrie  ...  2 

Parish 

4 apt.  ...  Kirkmahoe  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  Lochmaben  Parish  ...  1 

4 apt.  ...  St.  Mungo  Parish  ...  2 

3 apt.  . . . Torthorwald  Parish  2 

4 apt.  ...  Wamphray  Parish  ...  2 


21 

% 

Houses  improved  in  1948  with  assistance  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

Situation.  Ho. 

Canonbie  Parish  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ewes  Parish  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

5 


PLANS. 

During  the  year  514  plans  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  their  consideration. 

In  many  instances  where  improvement  to  dwellings  or  other 
premises  is  contemplated,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  requested 
by  the  promoter  or  promoter’s  representative  to  visit  the 
premises  or  site  for  discussion  of  the  proposals  prior  to  the 
submission  of  plans,  and  this  is  now  the  standard  practice 
followed  by  some  of  the  principal  architects  and  contractors  in 
the  area.  This  has  the  merit  of  ensuring  that  the  plans 
submitted  after  such  a meeting  require  little  or  no  adjustment. 
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When  plans  are  submitted  in  the  normal  way,  the  premises 
or  sites  are  visited.  Matters  requiring  adjustment  on  plans 
and  specifications  thus  lodged  are  usually  adjusted  on  informal 
representation  to  the  promoter’s  representative,  entailing 
additional  work,  but  allowing  of  the  plans  being  more  quickly 
dealt  with. 

The  plans  are  reviewed  having  regard  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Building  Bye-laws,  the  Housing  Acts,  the  Factories  Act, 
the  Shops  Act,  etc.  Judgment  has  to  be  exercised  as  regards 
the  adequacy  of  the  water  supply  to  the  premises,  and  whether 
a sample  of  the  water  need  be  submitted  for  analysis,  drainage 
arrangements  and  whether  these  will  be  efficient,  final  disposal 
of  effluent  in  the  case  of  premises  not  served  by  a sewer,  and 
other  matters  concerned  with  Public  Health. 

Applications  have  recently  been  made  by  architects  and 
contractors  for  permission  to  carry  out  the  domestic  plumbing 
on  the  one-pipe  system.  The  normal  method  of  conveying  soil 
and  waste  water  in  this  County  is  known  as  the  two-pipe  system 
of  plumbing  in  which  separate  vertical  pipes  are  used  for  soil 
and  waste  water,  the  waste  pipes  being  disconnected  from  the 
soil  drain  by  means  of  a drain  trap.  In  the  one-pipe  system 
the  soil  and  waste  water  are  conveyed  in  one  pipe  to  the  drain. 

Each  application  for  permission  to  adopt  the  one-pipe 
system  was  gone  into  very  thoroughly,  and  when  it  was  considered 
advantageous  this  system  was  approved  subject  to  the  special 
provisions  laid  down  by  this  Department  being  strictly  adhered 
to. 


Subject  to  proper  safeguards,  and  the  employment  of  the 
requisite  degree  of  care  and  skill,  the  one-pipe  system  is  in 
certain  cases  more  economical  and  the  unsightliness  of  the 
festoons  of  pipes  sometimes  seen  on  the  rear  wall  of  large  buildings 
is  to  a great  extent  avoided. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  type  of 
premises  to  which  the  plans  refer  : 
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Nature  of  Proposed  Work. 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  1 aetories) 
Alterations  to  Business  Permises 
New  Factories  ... 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Farms) 

Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Farms) 

New  Garages  

New  Permanent  Houses  (Privately  owned)  ... 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Privately  owned)  ... 

New  Temporary  Houses  (State  Departments) 

New  Permanent  Shops  ... 

New  Temporary  Shops 
Alterations  to  Existing  Shops  ... 

Alterations  to  Dwelling  Houses 
Others 


4 

14 

2 

16 

26 

28 

15 
39 

5 

4 
2 

5 
5 

290 

24 


Total 


479 


HOUSING  ACTS. 

Complete  surveys  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Housing  Acts  were  made  in  respect  of  57  houses  and  re-surveys 
made  of  28.  From  these  surveys,  reports  are  prepared  giving 
full  details  of  the  structure,  accommodation,  sanitary  facilities, 
lighting,  ventilation,  water  supply,  drainage  etc. 

Official  representations  (in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1930)  were  made  in  respect  of  63  unsatisfactory  houses. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  29  houses  and,  in  addition, 
9 houses  were  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders.  In  5 instances 
undertakings,  to  the  effect  that  unsatisfactory  houses  would 
no  longer  be  let  for  human  habitation,  were  accepted  by  the 
Council. 

I have  again  to  report  that  a number  of  houses  which  were 
the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  became  reoccupied 
following  the  re-housing  of  the  original  occupiers  and  prior  to 
the  owners  taking  action  as  required  by  the  Housing  Acts.  So 
far  as  is  known,  rent  is  not  being  charged  for  these  houses.  The 
situation  is  entirely  due  to  the  extreme  housing  shortage  and 
presents  the  difficulty  that,  before  demolition  or  conversion  of 
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these  dwellings  is  possible,  the  unauthorised  occupiers  would 
require  to  find  other  accommodation  or  be  rehoused  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

553  visits  were  made  to  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  tenancy  of  new  municipal  houses  and  the  Council 
advised  as  to  any  statutory  action  considered  desirable  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  This  has  now  become  standard  practice 
and  all  houses  occupied  by  selected  tenants  are  now  visited. 
In  addition,  municipal  houses  vacated  are  likewise  inspected 
prior  to  reoccupation. 

RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS, 

1920-39. 

One  Certificate  as  to  the  condition  of  a dwelling-house 
was  granted. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Inspections  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  were  made  of  tents, 
vans  and  sheds  used  for  human  habitation.  For  the  most 
part  these  were  at  sawmills.  In  addition,  visits  were  made  to 
an  ex-W.D.  camp  adapted  by  the  Local  Authority  to  provide 
dwelling-houses.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any 
formal  action. 


SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

Visits  were  paid  to  one  farm  on  the  county  in  connection 
with  the  accommodation  of  seasonal  workers  engaged  in  potato- 
gathering. These  workers  were  housed  in  the  farm  buildings 
and  living  under  fairly  satisfactory  conditions,  so  that  no  action 
required  to  be  taken  by  this  Department. 

DRAINAGE. 

Considerably  over  2,000  tests  were  carried  out  on  drainage 
and  plumbing  systems  at  dwelling-houses,  factories  and  other 
premises  during  the  year.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
this  work  has  taken  up  a considerable  portion  of  the  Inspector’s 
time.  That  this  is  time  well  spent  is  borne  out  by  the  compara- 
tively few  complaints  received  of  choked  or  defective  drainage 
with  resultant  decrease  in  risk  to  the  public  health. 
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In  cases  where  drainage  difficulties  are  likely  to  be 
encountered,  meetings  are  arranged  between  the  promoters’ 
contractors  and  the  inspectors  at  the  sites,  when  advice  is  given 
as  regards  the  best  method  of  resolving  these  difficulties. 

In  many  cases  drainage  plans  are  prepared  for  the  guidance 
of  architects  and  contractors  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  local 
practice  and  Bye-law  requirements. 

Eighty-two  applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the 
Council’s  sewers  were  dealt  with,  entailing  visits  in  many 
instances  to  the  properties  concerned  and  investigation  of  the 
existing  sanitary  facilities  and  drainage  arrangements. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  main  pipes,  dealt  with  by  this  Department  dining  the  year, 
numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  structural  condition 
of  the  dwelling-house  being  supplied  was  reported  on,  this  being 
the  factor  deciding  whether  the  owner  be  called  upon  to  introduce 
the  supply  to  fittings  within  the  house  or  be  allowed  to  fit  an 
outside  standpipe  'with  spill-water  drainage,  this  latter  as  a 
temporary  expedient.  In  the  case  of  premises  other  than 
dwelling-houses,  the  adequancy  of  the  existing  drainage  arrange- 
ments was  ascertained. 

Samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  as  follows  : — 

1.  Routine  samples  from  Special  Water  Districts  in  the 

County  (excluding  the  Burghs)  submitted  for  Chemical 

and  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  67 

2.  Samples  from  existing  private  supplies  and  from 

proposed  new  sources  of  supply  submitted  for  Chemical 

and  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  89 

In  the  case  of  samples  procured  from  sources  other  than 
Local  Authority  supplies,  details  of  the  catchment  area  are 
provided  and  a sketch  of  the  area  prepared. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

In  the  County,  during  the  year,  74,332  animals  were 
slaughtered,  of  which  2,447  were  cattle,  53,146  were  sheep  and 
18,739  were  pigs. 

The  following  table  (Table  I.)  shows  the  various  classes  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  wholly  or 
partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  and/or  injury. 
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Table  I. 


Animals 

Slaughtered. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meal 
Condemned 
in  Lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle  ... 

732 

9 

15 

3,221 

Calves  ... 

1,715 

14 

0 

594 

Sheep  ... 

53,146 

22 

10 

567 

Pigs  ... 

18,739 

. 3 

745 

10,411 

Amount  of  Offal  condemned  (Livers,  Lungs  and 

Intestines)  13,222  lbs. 


Total  amount  of  Fresh  Meat  condemned  ...  28,015  lbs. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  imported  meat  was  examined 
at  Thornhill  Abbattoir  and  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory,  as  follows  : — 
1,930  part  carcases  of  cattle,  199  pig  carcases,  4,145  carcases  of 
sheep,  50  cases  of  frozen  liver,  30  cases  of  frozen  tongues  and 
9,876  tins  of  meat.  Particulars  of  these  are  given  in  Table  II. 


Table  II. 


Carcase 

Meat, 

etc. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  Lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle,  parts 
of 

1,930 

10 

1,801 

Sheep 

Carcases  ... 

4,145 

... 

Pig  Carcases 

199 

Frozen  Liver 

Cases 

50 

Frozen  Ton- 

gues,  cases 

30 

... 

Tinned  Meat, 

Tins 

9,876 

88 

... 

1,056 

Total 

1 

... 

... 

2,857  lbs. 
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In  the  course  of  routine 

inspection,  or  on  request, 

following  foods  were  examined 
consent  of  the  vendors  : — 

in  retail  shops  and  seized 

Tinned  Meats  ... 

...  13  lbs.  14|  ozs. 

Turned  Fruit  ... 

...  127  lbs.  7 ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

...  104  lbs.  3£  ozs. 

Tinned  Fish  ... 

...  19  lbs.  10^  ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  33  lbs.  144  ozs. 

Tinned  Jams  ... 

:..  29  lbs.  0 ozs. 

Fresh  Fruit 

...  66  lbs.  0 ozs. 

Dried  Fruit 

...  50  lbs.  0 ozs. 

Fresh  Fish 

... 

Bacon  and  Ham 

2 lbs.  4 ozs. 

Tinned  Soups  ... 

...  12  lbs.  15i  ozs. 

Other  Foods  ... 

...  135  lbs.  5 ozs. 

Total 

...  594  lbs.  10^  ozs. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
during  1948  was  14  tons,  0 cwts.,  7 stones,  8 lbs.,  10i  ozs. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  was  505. 

MEAT  STORES. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1942. 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation,  in  terms 
of  Article  15(1)  of  the  above  Regulations,  was  granted  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  the  year.  Some  delay  occurred  before 
work  on  the  erection  of  a new  store,  to  replace  the  existing 
temporary  structure,  could  commence,  but  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  new  building  was  in  the  course  of  construction.  When 
completed  this  store  should  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-houses. — At  December,  1948,  there  were  five 
slaughter-houses  in  the  County,  excluding  the  Burghs.  One 
Slaughter-house  ceased  to  be  licensed  and  has  now  been  put 
to  other  use.  Another  slaughter-house,  although  licensed 
annually,  has  not  been  used  since  1938.  • The  four  other 
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slaughter- houses  (one  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority  and  three 
privately  owned)  were  periodically  visited. 

Other  offensive  Trade  Premises— At  the  close  of  the  year 
there  were  four  firms  in  the  County  carrying  on  one  or  more 
of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897,  as  coming  within  the  definition  of  offensive  trades. 

The  following  is  a fist  of  the  trades  carried  on  : — 

Bone  Boilers  ...  ...  1 Blood  Boilers  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melters  ...  ...  3 Manure  Manufacturer  ...  1 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors  1 

Knackers  ...  ...  ...  1 g 

Tripe  Cleaners  ......  1 

The  conduct  of  these  businesses,  for  the  most  part,  was 
nuisance-free  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  other  than  informal 
action  to  have  unsatisfactory  features  attended  to.  Improve- 
ments to  two  of  the  premises  have  been  carried  out,  in  one  case 
part  of  the  existing  factory  has  been  rebuilt,  and  at  the  other 
a system  of  extracting  and  treating  offensive  effluvia  has  been 
brought  into  use.  In  the  periodic  inspection  of  these  premises 
attention  is  paid  particularly  to  the  conduct  of  the  business, 
the  construction  and  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  the  treatment 
of  noxious  or  offensive  odours,  the  adequacy  and  cleanliness  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  the  efficacy  of  refuse  disposal  and  of 
the  drainage  arrangements,  fighting  and  ventilation,  the 
cleanliness  of  the  surrounds,  evidences  of  vermin  infestation, 
and  other  matters  likely  to  cause  a public  health  nuisance. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  houses  and  household  effects  of  all 
persons  selected  for  tenancy  of  Local  Authority  houses  were 
inspected  to  preclude  the  transference  of  bed-bug  infested 
furniture  and  furnishings.  Local  Authority  houses  which  had  been 
occupied  previously  were  likewise  examined  prior  to  re-occupation. 
55.3  examinations  were  carried  out.  Eight  houses  were  found 
to  be  bug-infested,  and  two  other  dwellings  were  regarded  as 
being  so  infested,  one  because  of  a history  of  infestation  some 
time  previously  and  the  other  on  account  of  its  being  conterminous 
to  bug-infested  premises. 
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Disinfestation  at  these  ten  houses  was  carried  out  according 
to  the  standard  method  adopted  some  time  ago.  The  occupier 
of  the  premises  carries  out  such  cleansing  and  disinfestation 
as  is  practicable  at  the  time  of  discovery  of  the  infestation.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  area  supervises  this  current  disin- 
festation which  entails  the  treatment  of  bedsteads  by  scrubbing 
and  similar  measures.  On  the  day  of  removal  to  the  new 
accommodation,  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  for  disinfesta- 
tion in  a pressure  steam  disinfector  and  returned  later  in  the 
day  to  the  new  house.  Furniture  and  furnishings  are  treated 
by  the  Inspector  on  the  premises  by  the  use  of  pressure  sprays 
charged  with  special  insecticides  and  removed  to  the  new  house 
when  adjudged  thoroughly  disinfested.  The  vacated  house 
has  further  treatment  whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  re-let. 

One  post-war  temporary  house  was  found  to  be  bug  infested. 
Its  disinfestation  presented  some  difficult  features  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  remove  areas  of  the  internal  wall  lining  so 
as  to  allow  of  treatment  of  the  wall  cavities  and  the  insulating 
material  in  the  wall.  The  hot  air  ducts  and  the  framing  around 
the  water  heating  unit  had  also  to  be  removed.  Treatment 
was  continued  for  some  time.  The  house  was  then  re-decorated 
and  re-let  and  is  being  kept  under  supervision. 

Thirty-six  families  from  outside  the  area  of  this  Local 
Authority  were  allocated  houses,  the  examination  of  whose 
furniture,  etc.,  prior  to  removal,  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inxpector  of  the  area  in  which  they  were  resident.  This 
service  is  reciprocal,  information  being  furnished  to  other  Local 
Authorities  in  respect  of  the  housing  conditions  of  persons 
resident  in  this  county  and  applying  for  houses  elsewhere. 

Assistance  was  given  in  the  de-lousing  of  one  family  during 
the  year. 


DIRTY  HOUSES. 

Twenty  dwelling-houses,  not  being  kept  in  a clean  condition, 
were  inspected  during  the  year.  Some  amelioration  of  the 
dirty  and  unwholesome  condition  of  these  houses  was  effected 
following  visits  by  the  Inspectors.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  take  statutory  action. 

Lack  of  inclination  to  maintain  a house  in  a clean  and 
wholesome  condition  is  readily  dealt  with,  legal  action  against 
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the  occupier  being  instituted  by  the  service  of  a notice  under 
Section  40  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  However, 
when  dirty  conditions  result  from  illness,  old  age,  etc.,  statutory 
action  is  less  appropriate  and  is  seldom  resorted  to.  The 
District  Inspector,  instead,  pays  frequent  visits  to  the  premises 
in  attempting  to  improve  the  conditions. 

COMPLAINTS. 

132  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The 
tabulated  statement  given  below  shows  the  nature  of  the  various 
complaints  : — 

(a)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  26 


(b)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  13 

(c)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(d)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(e)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  48 

(f)  Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(g)  Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(h)  Infestations  of  household  pests  5 

(i)  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  domestic  animals  2 

(j)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(k)  Smoke  emission  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

(l)  Flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


\ arious  other  complaints  were  found  on  investigation  to 
be  unfounded  or  trivial,  or  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this 
Department. 

When  investigation  revealed  that  there  existed  nuisance 
conditions,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  16  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  appropriate  action  was  taken.  Twenty- 
seven  Section  19  Intimations,  and  two  Section  20  Notices  were 
served.  In  the  single  instance  where  it  was  necessary  to 
invoke  Court  action,  the  outcome  was  successful. 

Complaints  of  the  condition  of  dwelling-houses  were  dealt 
with,  where  possible,  under  the  Housing  Acts.  In  many  cases 
the  occupiers  of  these  houses  were  re-housed  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  appropriate  action  taken  in  respect  of  the  vacated 
dwelling. 
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A number  of  sheep  and  cattle  carcases  were  washed  up  on 
the  foreshore  of  the  Solway  Firth  at  various  times,  particularly 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Annan.  These  were  disposed 
of  by  burial  or  by  removal  to  the  premises  of  a local  chemical 
company. 

A complaint  of  the  emission  of  grit  from  the  chimney  of 
a factory  was  investigated.  It  was  not  possible  to  deal  with 
this  as  a section  16  nuisance  as  the  danger  to  public  health  was 
non-existent  or,  at  least,  negligible,  but  this  emission  of  grit 
was  held  to  deteriously  affect  the  fitments  of  nearby  premises. 
Minor  measures  were  taken  to  remedy  the  imperfect  combustion 
of  the  fuel  in  the  furnace  of  this  factory,  and  electric  power  was 
also  used  to  ease  the  load  on  the  furnace.  A new  furnace  is  , 
to  be  fitted  as  soon  as  this  can  be  supplied. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Forty-five  visits  were  paid  to  factories  or  premises  within 
the  meaning  of  The  Factories  Act  in  the  County  during  the 
year. 

Five  factories  were  notified  by  the  Factories  Inspe.tor 
as  being  without  adequate  sanitary  conveniences.  Satisfactory 
accommodation  has  now  been  provided  at  four  of  these.  In 
the  case  of  the  remaining  factory,  it  is  the  owner's  intention  to 
rebuild  the  whole  premises. 

Plans  were  dealt  with  for  two  new  factories  and  for  altera- 
tions to  seventeen  existing  factories. 

THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  194-8. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  regulations,  the  area  administered 
includes  all  the  Burghs,  with  the  exception  of  the  Burgh  of 
Dumfries. 

The  general  purport  of  these  regulations,  which  came  into 
force  during  the  year,  is  to  require  that  hygienic  measures  be 
observed  in  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 
Under  the  regulations  the  Local  Authority  is  concerned  with 
(1)  the  registration  of  premises  and  vehicles  used  in  the  manu- 
facture, storage  or  sale  of  ice  cream  ; (2)  the  construction  and 
condition  of  apparatus,  equipment  and  utensils  used  : (3)  the 
cleanliness  of  the  staff  engaged  in  the  work,  and  (4)  the  mode 
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of  preparation  of  ice  cream  with  particular  reference  to  the 
heat  treatment  of  ice  cream  ingredients. 

At  the  outset  a survey  was  carried  out  of  all  premises  where 
it  was  known  that  ice  cream  was  manufactured  or  sold.  The 
principal  object  of  the  survey  was  to  ensure  that  all  manufacturers 
and  vendors  of  ice  cream  were  acquainted  with  the  requirements 
of  the  regulations.  The  survey  also  afforded  these  persons  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  regulations  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  with  particular  reference  to  their  own  premises  and 
methods  of  manufacture. 

Certain  difficulties  were  encountered  which  were  later 
resolved  following  meetings  with  officials  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  discussions  with  officers  of  other  Local  Authorities, 
and  to  ensure  uniformity  so  far  as  practicable,  sets  of  conditions 
were  drawn  up  for  the  information  of  manufacturers  and 
retailers. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  plans  were  being  received  in  respect 
of  new  premises  and  major  alterations  to  existing  premises. 
Minor  works  were  also  being  carried  out  by  manufacturers  and 
retailers  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  manufacture  or  sale,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  modifications  were  being  carried 
out  to  vehicles.  All  things  considered,  it  would  appear  that 
very  real  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

Sixty-six  visits  were  paid  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  during  the 
year. 
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SMALL  BURGHS. 


In  the  case  of  Lochmaben,  Moffat,  and  Sanquhar,  where  there 
is  no  resident  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  duties  are  carried  out  by 
members  of  the  County  Sanitary  Staff.  The  reports  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  these  Burghs  have  been  compiled  by  Mr 
George  Wilson,  Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  20 
(11  males,  9 females),  of  which  three  were  illegitimate. 

Nine  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  12  (6  males,  6 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease  2 ; 
Apoplexy,  5.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Seven  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received.  Two 
patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  four  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  from  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing.— Progress  is  being  made  with  the  erection  of  the 
new  Council  houses  but  none  was  ready  for  occupation  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

One  new  house  was  erected  by  private  enterprise,  and  a 
block  of  existing  disused  business  premises  converted  into  two 
4-apartment  dwelling-houses  with  all  modern  conveniences. 

Plans. — 5 Plans  were  submitted  during  the  year,  and  reports 
on  same  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority. 
The  work  shown  on  the  plans  consisted  of  (a)  alterations  to 
convert  business  premises  into  dwelling-houses,  (b)  alterations  to 
three  dwelling-houses,  (c)  conversion  of  two  vacant  houses  into 
a hall.  30  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  submission 
of  plans,  the  inspection  of  the  work  while  in  progress,  the  testing 
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and  examination  of  drainage  and  plumber  work,  and  the  final 
inspection  of  the  completed  works. 

Water  Supply. — Four  routine  samples  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Burgh  were  procured  and  analysed,  the  results  being 
satisfactory.  No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  water 
supply  during  the  year  under  review. 

Unsound  Food. — At  the  request  of  one  of  the  merchants 
in  the  Burgh  a quantity  of  tinned  vegetables  was  examined. 
41  lbs.  4 ozs.  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
was  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  statutory  requirements. 

Factories  Act. — Routine  inspections  were  made  of  two 
factories,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  contraventions  of 
the  Factories  Act  was  found.  During  the  year  a rest-room  and 
sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  at  one  factory. 

Disinfections. — Two  disinfections  were  carried  out  following 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Nuisances. — Three  complaints  were  received  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  These  consisted  of  choked  drains  and  offensive 
smells.  After  interviews  with  the  proprietors  of  the  premises 
the  nuisances  were  immediately  remedied  and  no  further 
complaints  were  received. 

Following  a complaint  about  a choked  sewer  in  the  Burgh 
caused  by  solid  matter  from  the  Sanatorium,  a grid  was  fitted 
on  the  drain  at  the  Sanatorium.  This  has  so  far  proved 
satisfactory  as  no  further  chokages  have  taken  place. 

General. — Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  sewage  works 
and  the  refuse  dump.  No  nuisance  was  observed  at  the  time 
of  these  visits  and  no  complaints  were  received  about  them  during 
the  year. 

The  new  public  sanitary  conveniences  for  ladies  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  There  are  now,  in  the  Burgh,  adequate 
public  conveniences  for  both  sexes.  They  are  of  modern 
construction  and  convenient!}'  situated. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  42 
(24  males,  18  females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  24  (11  males, 
13  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  1 1 : 
Apoplexy,  3 ; Cancer,  3. 

There  were  no  infantile  deaths  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eight  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received.  Three  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  three  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  from  Erysipelas 
and  one  from  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  but  steady  progress  is  being 
made  with  the  houses  in  Council’s  Scheme.  One  large  house 
was  converted  by  the  council  into  flats  consisting  of  two 
3-apartment  dwellings  and  three  2-apartment  dwellings,  all  of 
which  were  provided  with  modern  conveniences. 

Plans. — Fourteen  plans  were  submitted  and  reports  on 
them  submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  their  information 
when  considering  the  proposals  indicated  on  the  plans. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  nature  of  the 
work  shown  on  the  plans  submitted  : — 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  Plans. 

(a)  Alterations  to  business  premises  3 

(b)  Alterations  to  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Drainage  plans  for  Local  Authority’s  Housing  Schemes  2 

(d)  Alterations  to  dwelling-houses 

Total  14 

In  connection  with  the  submission  of  plans,  forty-one 
visits  were  made.  These  included  visits  made  during  the 
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progress  ol  the  work.  Two  lay-out  plans  of  drainage  for  the 
Local  Authority’s  new  housing  schemes  at  the  Holm  site  were 
prepared  and  four  in  connection  with  other  works. 


Drainage. — Thirty-five  tests  of  drainage  and  plumber  work 
were  carried  out  in  connection  with  new  and  existing  work. 


Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  ample  for  the  needs 
of  the  Burgh  and  no  complaints  were  received  about  the  quality. 
The  supply  gravitates  from  springs  to  a covered  collecting  tank 
from  which  it  is  conveyed  in  pipes  throughout  the  Burgh. 
Four  routine  samples  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis. 
The  result  of  the  analysis  was  in  every  case  satisfactory. 


Unsound  Food. — -In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  the  following 
: table  gives  particulars  of  the  articles  condemned  as  unfit  for 
: human  consumption  : — 


Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Fruit... 
Tinned  Fish  ... 
Tinned  Beans 
Tinned  Soups 
Tinned  Jam  ... 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Fresh  Fruit  ... 
Bacon  and  Ham 


4 

lbs. 

2 

ozs. 

4 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

9 

lbs. 

11 

ozs. 

3 

lbs. 

ozs. 

1 

lb. 

8 

ozs. 

13 

lbs. 

H 

ozs. 

34 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

130 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

141 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

18 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

Total 


...  360  lbs.  6 ozs. 


Factories  Act. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  13  mechanical  and 
1 non-mechanical  factories.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other 
work,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  make  a routine  inspection 
F the  factories,  but  following  intimations  from  H.M.  District 
inspector  of  Factories  that  three  factories  were  without  proper 
tanitary  conveniences,  notice  was  given  to  the  proprietors. 
in  one  case  plans  have  been  approved  for  the  provision  of  the 
accessary  conveniences.  At  another,  satisfactory  temporary 
1 ^angements  were  made  as  the  proprietor  intends,  in  the  near 
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future,  to  carry  out  improvements  embodying  the  requirements 
of  the  statute  and  one  case  is  still  pending. 

Disinfections. — Six  disinfections  were  carried  out  following 
cases  of  infectious  diseases. 


Nuisances. — During  the  year  twelve  complaints  were 
received,  details  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 


Houses  damp  or  in  disrepair  ... 
Houses  not  kept  in  a clean  condition 
Houses  infested  by  cockroaches 
Accumulations  of  refuse 


...  8 


A number  of  the  complaints  received  regarding  dampness 
and  disrepair  were  from  applicants  for  new  Council  houses.  The 
conditions  found  were  reported  to  the  Local  Authority.  In 
two  cases  the  owners,  after  being  notified,  intimated  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  carry  out  reconstruction  work  on  their 
properties  in  the  near  future. 


Disinfestation  of  the  house  infested  by  cockroaches  was 
carried  out  with  good  results.  The  accumulation  of  refuse 
Avas  removed  and  a marked  improvement  was  made  in  the  dirtv 
houses  after  a visit  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


General. — The  Ladyknowe  Park  was  occupied  twice  during 
the  year  by  travelling  shows.  The  show  people  were  found 
to  be  clean  and  tidy  in  their  habits  and  no  nuisance  was  created. 

Periodic  inspections  were  made  of  the  sewage  works  and 
these  were  found  in  good  working  order. 


Cleansing. — An  improvement  in  the  method  of  collecting 
refuse  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  this  now  being  done  more 
expeditiously  by  a covered  petrol  driven  vehicle  in  place  of  horse- 
drawn  carts.  Household  refuse  is  collected  from  all  parts  of  the 
Burgh  twice  weekly  and  trade  refuse  daily  when  requested  by 
the  traders.  In  addition  a weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  is 
carried  out.  The  refuse  tip  is  situated  outwith  the  Burgh, 
where  a system  of  controlled  tipping  is  adopted, 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  35 
(20  males,  15  females)  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

Twenty  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Deaths  corrected  for  residence  numbered  23  (13  males, 
10  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  10  ; 
Cancer,  7.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Seven  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received.  Two  patients  suffered  from  Diphtheria,  two 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  from  Scarlet  Fever,  one  from 
Erysipelas  and  one  from  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  was  17,  consisting  of 
5 traditional  and  12  non- traditional  (Cruden  type). 

Plans. — Fifteen  plans  were  submitted  for  examination. 
Reports  on  them  were  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Dean  of 
Guild  Court  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of  the 


work  shown  on  the  plans  : — 

Alterations  to  existing  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  8 

New  Factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Recreation  Room,  Sanquhar  Academy  ...  ...  1 

New  School  Dining-room  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  (temporary)  Retail  Shop  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Garage  1 

Alterations  to  existing  factory  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total 15 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  plans  was 


50. 


Drainage. — During  the  year  73  tests  were  carried  out  of 
drainage  and  plumbers’  work  in  connection  with  new  housing 
and  alterations  to  existing  houses  and  business  premises. 

Water  Supply. — Four  routine  samples  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Burgh  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis.  Six 
visits  were  made  to  the  water  works  during  the  year. 

Unsound  Food.— In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  the  following 
was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  : — 


Tinned  Meat 

. . . 

...  10  lbs. 

0 ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  16  lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit... 

...  48  lbs. 

9 ozs. 

Tinned  Fish  ... 

...  1 lb. 

0 ozs. 

Tinned  Beans 

...  3 lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Tinned  Soup 

5 lbs. 

14  ozs. 

Tinned  Jam  ... 

...  1 lb. 

8 ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetable 

3 lbs. 

7 ozs. 

Cheese 

3 lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Total 

...  93  lbs. 

14  ozs. 

Factories  Act. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  14  mechanical  and 
4 non-mechanical  factories,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible 
to  make  routine  inspections  of  these  premises.  During  the 
year  two  factories  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  no  complaints  were  received  regarding 
any  of  the  factories. 

Disinfections. — Five  disinfections  were  carried  out  following 
cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

General. — Eighteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
complaints.  The  complaints  were  investigated  and  consisted 
principally  of  structural  defects  and  dwellings  infested  by  cock- 
roaches. To  combat  the  latter  the  dwellings  were  treated  with 
the  best-known  insecticides  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
occupiers,  who  were  given  a supply  of  insecticide  powder,  there 
has  been  a marked  improvement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  in 
connection  with  any  of  the  complaints. 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  96 
(46  males,  50  females),  of  which  8 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  44  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  48  (21  males, 
27  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  ; Heart  Disease,  15  ; 
Apoplexy,  4 ; Cancer,  6.  Two  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirteen  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received.  Six  patients  suffered  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  3 from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  4 from 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  James 
Rodger,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  serving  the  Burgh  is 
drawn  from  the  hillside  above  Middlebie,  the  catchment  area 
extending  to  1,140  acres.  The  impounding  reservoir  has  a 
capacity"  of  32  million  gallons.  From  the  reservoir  the  water 
is  conveyed  a distance  of  six  miles  to  Landheads,  where  it  is 
treated  by  slow  sand  filtration  and  chlorination.  The  water 
■is  led  from  the  clear-water  tank  to  the  town  in  two  distribution 
: mains,  passing  on  the  way  through  two  Glenfield  and  Kennedy 
Positive  Cold  Water  Meters. 

During  the  year  the  channel  leading  to  the  intake  of  the 
iresei  voir  was  cleaned  and  widened  and  a new  iron  grid  inserted 
tto  ensure  a clear  flow  into  the  reservoir.  The  question  of 
uncreasing  the  filtering  area  and  storage  capacity  was  considered 
sind  data  collected  for  the  proposed  insertion  of  a new  micro- 
Wtraining  plant  for  quicker  filtration. 

The  sand  filters  were  cleared  out  to  the  plates  and  all  sand 
thoroughly  washed  before  being  returned  to  the  filter  beds.  All 
distributing  mains  were  scoured  periodically  and  repairs  to  the 
mains  carried  out  when  required. 
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Quarterly  samples  of  the  water  supply  have  been  examined 
bacteriologically  and  chemically.  The  results  show  that  the 
water  is  in  every  way  fit  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage  System— During  the  year  the  drainage  system 
has  functioned  fairly  satisfactorily  except  at  two  points  in  the 
town.  There,  after  exceptionally  heavy  rain,  the  mains  are 
incapable  of  carrying  off  the  surplus  water  and  temporary 
flooding  results.  To  remedy  this,  the  Town  Council  are  shortly 
to  proceed  with  a new  sewage  scheme  to  serve  the  northern 
area  of  the  Burgh. 

Sewage  Purification.— All  the  Burgh  sewage  is  presently 
discharged  into  the  River  Annan  below  high  water  mark.  In 
connection  with  the  drainage  scheme  mentioned  in  the  previous 
paragraph,  a new  screening  and  purification  plant  is  to  be 
installed  to  deal  with  sewage  from  the  northern  area.  At  a 
later  date  all  sewage  will  be  led  to  this  plant. 

Housing.— Up  to  the  end  of  1948  the  Council  had  erected 
a total  of  105  houses  since  the  end  of  the  recent  war  : — 

45  Uni  Seco  Temporary  Houses. 

20  Swedish  Timber  Houses. 

20  Cruden  Houses. 

20  Permanent  Houses  (Traditional) 

105 

Into  those  houses  were  transferred  448  persons  who  lived  in 
condemned  or  overcrowded  houses  or  who  had  no  house  of  their 
own.  To  complete  the  programme  of  houses  sanctioned  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  a further  26  houses  are  under  erection 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  most,  of  these  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  early  in  1950. 

The  Town  Council,  with  a view  to  further  building,  have 
purchased  sites  at  Silverlaw,  Greenlea  and  Back  of  Hill,  and 
have  approached  the  Department  of  Health  for  sanction  to 
proceed  with  schemes  on  those  sites. # 

Building  operations  up  to  the  present  time  have  been  carried 
out  on  sites  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Burgh,  but  attention  should 
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now  be  directed  to  the  improvement  of  areas  in  the  centre  of 
the  town.  The  demolition  of  ruinous  buildings  in  these  areas 
and  the  erection  of  new  houses  on  the  sites  would  add  consider- 
ably to  the  amenity  of  the  Burgh. 

Offensive  Trades.— Several  shrimp  peeling  factories  and  a 
skin  works  came  under  this  heading.  These  have  been 
inspected  for  the  presence  of  nuisances.  In  the  shrimp  industry 
large  quantities  of  waste  matter  has  to  be  dealt  with  and  several 
methods  of  disposal  have  been  tried.  It  is  hoped  that  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  with  a firm  manufacturing  manures 
whereby  regular  collections  of  this  waste  will  be  made. 

Slaughter-house. — The  Slaughter-house  is  owned  by  the 
Town  Council  and  occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  who  supervise 
all  killings  and  the  disposal  of  meat.  Several  repairs  have 
been  carried  out  to  the  property  during  the  year  and  the  premises 
have  been  regularly  painted  and  lime-washed. 

During  1948  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  : — 
Cattle  ...  ...  745  Pigs  ...  ...  ...  34 

Sheep  ...  ...  3,691  Calves  ...*  ...  1,072 

In  addition  to  the  above,  86  Permit  Pigs  were  killed,  and 
the  following  imported  meat  stored  and  allocated  from  the 
premises  : — 

Quarters  Beef  ...  829  Sheep  ...  ...  2,932 

Cases  Beef  ...  ...  1,737  Lambs  ...  ...  1,344 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  all  refuse  was  collected  by 
a Cleansing  Motor  Vehicle  having  a capacity  of  seven  cubic  yards. 
Collections  were  made  throughout  the  Burgh  twice  weekly, 
with  special  collections  on  two  days  for  salvage  materials. 

The  quantities  of  refuse  collected  were  as  follows  : — 

Household  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  1,303  loads. 

Surplus  Materials  ...  ...  ...  198  loads. 

The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  amounts  of  waste  paper 
collected  in  1948  and  1947  : — 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

1947  22  8 1 

1948  57  0 I 
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Burial  Grounds. — There  are  three  burial  grounds  within 
the  Burgh,  but  no  interments  took  place  during  the  year.  All 
burials  are  carried  out  at  a cemetery  outwi^h  the  Burgh 
boundary. 

Schools. — The  three  schools  within  the  Burgh  are  kept 
hi  a cleanly  condition. 

Factories. — Periodic  inspections  are  made  of  the  various 
factories  within  the  Burgh  and,  when  found  necessary,  notices 
have  been  issued  to  have  defects  remedied. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  40 
(21  males,  19  females),  of  which  6 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  43  (22  males, 
21  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  10  ; 
Apoplexy,  10  ; Cancer,  7.  Two  children  under  1 year  of  age 
died. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Nine  patients  were  notified  during  the  year  as  suffering 
from  infectious  disease — 4 from  Scarlet  Fever,  1 from  Erysipelas 
and  4 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  A.  Brebner, 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  Langholm  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  for  the  Burgh  is  derived 
wholly  from  springs,  of  which  there  are  three  main  sources  of 
supply,  namely,  Whita  Well  and  Donks  springs,  four  springs  at 
Wlntshiels  Cleuch  and  eleven  springs  at  Terrona  Farm  and 
Foots  Burn. 
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The  water  is  conveyed  in  cast-iron  pipes  to  the  collecting 
chamber  at  Kirk  Wynd,  from  which  it  passes  through  copper 
wire  cloth  screens  into  the  Storage  Reservoir.  The  Reservoir 
has  a capacity  of  approximately  250,000  gallons. 

From  gaugings  taken  over  the  year  the  average  inflow  from 
all  sources  was  in  the  region  of  230,000  gallons  per  24  hours, 
which  is  adequate  for  Burgh  requirements. 

Samples  of  the  water  have  been  examined  bacteriologically 
and  chemically.  The  examinations  indicate  the  water  to  be 
wholesome  and  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

Routine  inspections  of  water  fittings  and  mains  are  made  in 
order  to  prevent  excessive  waste  of  water. 

i 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Purification. — The  drainage  system  is 
regularly  supervised  and  has  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year.  Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Esk  after  treat- 
ment by  sedimentation.  There  have  been  no  complaints  with 
regard  to  the  effluent. 

Drain  Testing. — All  new  and  altered  drains  have  been 
examined  and  smoke  tested. 

Housing. — No  new  Local  Authority  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year.  A scheme  of  12  Cruden  houses  at  Wauchope 
Place  is  nearing  completion  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  scheme  of  traditional  houses  at  Holmwood  is  progressing 
more  favourably,  and  six  4-apartment  houses  will  be  completed 
within  a few  months. 

Plans.  During  the  year  19  plans  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  consideration  by  the  Local  Authority. 
Particulars  of  plans  passed  are  as  follows  : — 

Alterations  to  existing  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  12 

Alterations  to  existing  business  premises  ...  7 

Cleansing.  Household  refuse  is  collected  three  times 
weekly  by  horse  and  cart.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  High  Mill  coup,  approximately  one  mile  from  the 
Burgh. 
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In  addition,  a weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  is  made, 
sorted,  baled  and  despatched  to  paper  mills. 

Factories. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  23  mechanical  and  9 
non-mechanical  factories.  Inspections  of  these  premises  were 
made  during  the  year  and  no  major  defects  were  found. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated.  These  were  remedied  after  verbal 
intimation  had  been  given  to  the  person  responsible. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  situated  in 
the  Burgh,  but  there  have  been  no  interments.  All  burials 
are  made  in  the  cemetery  outwith  the  Burgh  and  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Councy  Council. 

Unsound  Food.— The  undernoted  foodstuffs  were  examined 
and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 lbs. 

Danish  Eggs...  ...  ...  ...  •••  19 n-  doz. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  44 
'29  males,  15  females),  of  which  3 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  25  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  30  (15  males, 
15  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  9 ; 
Apoplexy,  8 ; Cancer,  5.  Two  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Fourteen  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received. 
8 patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  6 from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  Walker, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  from  a storage  reservoir 
of  15J  million  gallons  capacity,  having  a catchment  area  of  650 
acres.  Two  slow  sand  filters  are  provided,  with  a total  surface 
area  of  2,400  square  feet.  After  filtration  the  water  is  passed 
into  twin  storage  tanks,  which  have  a total  capacity  of  240,000 
gallons.  From  these  tanks  the  water  is  delivered  to  the 
distribution  mains  throughout  the  Burgh. 

Samples  of  tfie  supply  were  examined  quarterly  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Drainage  System. — The  drainage  system  is  in  good  working 
order  and  has  satisfactorily  fulfilled  its  function  without  giving 
rise  to  nuisances  or  complaints.  The  usual  routine  work  of 
dragging  and  maintenance  has  been  carried  out.  All  connections 
to  mains  and  all  other  new  drainage  works  were  inspected  and 
tested  before  being  put  into  use. 

The  disposal  works  for  sewage  is  situated  about  one  mile 
outside  the  Burgh  boundary.  A considerable  amount  of  repair 
work  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  bringing  the  works  up 
to  a good  standard. 

Housing. — House  construction  continues  to  be  a difficult 
and  expensive  problem.  The  Town  Council  have  done 
remarkably  well,  however,  in  having  constructed  30  houses 
during  the  year,  all  of  which  are  now  occupied. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  offensive  trades  were  carried  out 
within  the  Burgh. 

Slaughter-house. — The  Slaughter-house,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Town  Council,  continues  to  be  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  manner.  The  garbage  is  removed  regularly  by 
motor  vehicle  and  sold  to  a farmer  for  manure.  A full-time 
superintendent  is  employed  who  acts  as  detention  officer.  The 
inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  who  makes  regular  visits  to  the  Slaughter-house. 
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Factories. — The  number  of  factories  in  the  Burgh  is  39. 
Two  cases  of  unclean  sanitary  arrangements  were  dealt  with 
and  rectified. 

Common  Lodging  House. — The  common  lodging-house 
has  been  closed.  There  seems  no  necessity  for  one  in  this  area. 

Cleansing. — The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  a coup  about  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  refuse 
is  collected  by  a modern  petrol  driven  motor  vehicle.  The 
refuse  tip  has  been  regularly  attended  to  and  kept  in  good  order. 
Large  quantities  of  soil  have  been  dug  out  for  covering,  prior 
to  the  refuse  being  tipped. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated.  Mostly  they  were  of  a minor  nature 
and  remedied  on  verbal  notice  being  given  to  the  party  responsible. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  continued  smoke  nuisance 
from  a factory  in  the  Burgh.  Numerous  complaints  have  been 
received  and,  though  the  management  have  been  approached 
on  many  occasions,  the  nuisance  is  still  unabated. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  within  the 
Burgh  under  the  control  of  the  Town  Council.  Although  it 
is  now  closed,  a few  old  residents  have  rights  of  burial  there. 

Schools. — Lockerbie  Academy  is  the  only  school  situated 
within  the  Burgh.  It  is  of  modern  construction  and  kept  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 


